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Editorial Comment:
Subject; ‘Community Service’

In a recent copy of the ‘Herald Express’ a half page was
devoted to the story of a boy of 16 years who was delivering
newspapers (the Express no doubt) and ‘he spotted an
elderly customer who had collapsed and called an
ambulance’.

His discovery came through observation when he saw
through the window that the old lady was slumped in her
chair. Fearing the worst, Jordan firstly knocked on the
window and was encouraged to see some movement in the
lady; then he went to get help from neighbours who ‘phoned
for an ambulance’.

Step by step Jordan showed intelligent action in a situation
which might have ended in tragedy.

We live, unfortunately, in a world where neighbourliness is
not strong on the agenda and where the elderly in particular
are at greater risk than at any time before. Various reasons
exist which cause this, from the breakdown of families living
together, to the form and shape of available housing, which
often includes the isolation of the elderly or high risk people.

Years ago, when as a boy in Yorkshire, | took part in a local
scheme run by the Scouts called ‘Adopt a Street’ where boys
(ideally in pairs) found out who the needy people were in
their locality and made it known that they would ‘look out for
them’. This was an extension of the annual ‘Bob-a-Job’
scheme (some of you might remember it!) where people
were asked to place a ‘sticker’ in the window if they had a job
to be done (shopping, lawn-cutting etc).

We were also informed to watch out for milk bottles (filled)
left on the doorstep and un-collected by the occupant as a
sign that they might possibly be in some difficulty.
Sometimes a ‘regular’ devised his or her own signal (flowers
on the right side of the window etc) that the elderly or
handicapped person was in need. Some of these contacts
continued long after the ‘Bob-a-Job’ scheme had run its
course and helped to build up neighbourhood caring, with
other concerned people becoming involved.

Of course, we might not be able to duplicate all the merits of
the above scheme in today’s world with its ‘safety measures
and protocols’ and the world would be a better and friendlier
place if there were more ‘Jordans’ out there, with a keen eye
on the welfare of others and a willingness to take action
where needed!

‘A Scout’s duty is to be useful, and to help others’.
(the (old) Scout Law No. 3)
GOOD SCOUTING!
J.John Roberts, Editor

Copies of ‘Drum Beat’ can now be sent direct to you by
email. This will enable you to download however many
copies you need. Please send the Editor your name
and email address.

From the District Commissioner, Alan W.Partridge

SO WHAT'S IN A YEAR?

July sees the completion of the first year since | was
appointed as District Commissioner for the Teignbridge
District. Some may say “Is that all, it seems much longer!”,
and others will say

“It must be time for him to retire!”. No matter which of these
pleasantries are invoked there have been good times and
there have been many not so good times. Together we will
have achieved some goals and failed to achieve others.

When | started, | set out the three basic areas in which |
wanted to achieve:

(a) To have the best trained leaders in the county

(b) To have the best supported leaders in the county

(c) To increase the number of groups, back to the 1978
level.
We have not achieved these goals. There has been a
considerable number of leaders undertaking training; nearly
60 individuals taking different modules, mainly 1/2/3, but the
Validations level has been less than acceptable.
To this end the Executive is installing a District data base,
and all those taking training in any module, after say a
month, will be requested to attend a Validation of the course.
Without the Validation the module training is invalid.
We have had a varied success in new groups. The
spectacular success is that at Moretonhampstead.

o g | Some of the new

Moretonhampstead
Beaver Scouts in action

| was told by one leader that an older boy came to him and
said “These Cubs are having a good time; when are you
going to do something for us?” What a superb experience.
Well, there will be a Scout Troop formed hopefully to start
during the first week of September.

There are successes. The Ten Tors teams had a superb
result; nothing to do with me, and it would have happened
anyway because of the dedication of the Ten Tors training
team.

One of the Ten Tors
Teams that completed
the Challenge
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DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS
Notices - Appointments — Diary

NEIL FREEMAN, appointed Assist. District Commissioner for
Scouts, 1 June, 2008

Neil was a long-serving member of the 3rd Newton Abbot
Group until 17 years ago. He is currently a member of the
Royal Air Force and works shifts, commuting between
Kingsteignton and Lynham.

At the present Neil is committed to a ‘shift pattern’ which
would have made it difficult to commit to his choice of
Groups, 1% Newton Abbot. However, for the time being his
commitments make it possible to carry out his new role.

Scout Leaders will welcome this vacant position now filled
and can contact Neil as follows:-

Neil Freeman, 22 Tarrs Avenue, Kingsteignton, TQ12 3DG
email: neilfreeman70@hotmail.com or phone: 01626 366033

“CONGRATULATIONS” (reads an article in the June/July
edition of ‘'SCOUTING’, (page 17) ... to the 3,500 groups that
have grown in membership over the last year. Teignbridge
Scout District in Devon is one of the areas which has seen a
growth, particularly in rural groups, attributed to both local
activities and media coverage of Scouting success stories’.

Also in the same edition of ‘Scouting’ page 72 .......

‘Cooking with gas’ - your natice is brought to this important
article which could affect many Groups. Have you looked into
your camping store this year yet to check to see if you are
still using any camping gear which employs ‘pierceable’
cartridges?

(gas cookers, lanterns etc) referred to as ‘Bluet’ types.

With the camping/hiking season now upon us, we should
make doubly sure to minimise the risks by observing the
advice given in the article - check seals, replace older
equipment, leaders only to carry out changes of cartridges.

It is recommended that all such equipment be replaced
within 12 months at the latest .

Our ADC(Development) adds: “To have
a gas related accident after such a clear
Headquarters warning would put a leader
in a difficult position regarding
negligence — be ruthless in the early
disposal of such equipment”

ARE YOU RECOVERING your tax?

Leaders, Treasurers, are reminded that, as a Charity, groups
within the Scout Movement are able to recover Tax on
Subscriptions and Donations to Scouting.

Such income is often hard to come by and should be
safeguarded.

You can check now with the District Treasurer (David Wright)
if you are not sure what the procedures are for this.

DISTRICT COMMISSIONER’S LETTER continued

Then there was St. George’s Day Parade and Service. There
are criticisms of the event, but what we cannot dismiss is the
splendid turnout. We believe that in recent history we had
the greatest turnout ever, and with the new groups this
should increase over the years.

The Abbot was astonished at the numbers and has offered
us the Abbey again and is making more space available for
us and more chairs to be placed into areas of the Abbey not
normally allowed to be used by visitors.

Our failures should be mentioned. We failed to open new
groups in Denbury and Kenton. We failed to increase the
District Executive with new and younger members with
specialist skills. We have failed to attract enough new
leaders for the established groups. Every member of the
organisation should be asking all of their acquaintances,
friends and family “What can you do to help Scouting?” and
signing them up for the organisation as leaders, executive or
group council members or supporters. | have unlimited
supplies of CRB and AA forms available!

We have had some successes during the year, and we have
had some failures. Let's just hope we can improve our
performance for next year with enhanced membership. It is
the members who matter, and we must be spreading the
word throughout the District, bringing the advantages of
Scouting to every single young person in the District, in the
hope that we are making a significant contribution in the war
against Anti-Social behaviour.

At next year's census we could be the largest District by
area, but let us try to be the largest District by membership.
Not only that, let us be the BEST District in the quality of
Scouting, so that our members experience ‘Real Quality
Scouting’ that will influence the rest of their adult life.

THE RE-DESIGNED DISTRICT WEB SITE is now in
operation using the same Internet Web Address:-

www. teignbridgescouts.org.uk

Please send all news. reports, photographs to the Editor of
‘Drum Beat' for inclusion
(views, ideas and impressions are welcome)

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no ‘Drum Beat’ in August due
to many people taking holidays in that month. However, the
closing date for materials, reports and news for the
September edition will be 25 August. Thank you for your help
in this.



GROUP NEWS
1st Ipplepen (from their ‘Scout Newsletter*)

THIS MONTH (June) the Group has been involved in a ‘Car
Wash’' scheme and the cash raised will help towards the
renewing of cooking equipment for each section.

Other monies raised from events such as Bag-packing and
newspaper collections have helped to update and repair
patrol tents, which are in regular use at this time of the year.
We would like to thank everyone who has helped support
these events.

JULY: Ipplepen Flower Show : as usual we are providing
side shows such as Archery and Shooting, and looking
forward to a bright sunny day!

AUGUST: from 26 July - 2 August the Scouts and Explorers
enjoy their Annual Camp which will be held in a field
‘somewhere in Cornwall’ (hope they find their way to it! ED).
The next ‘newspaper collection’ will be on 2nd August.
(reported by Mary-Ann Moseley)

Combinteignhead

A SECOND MEETING for the above Group is planned for 24
June to organise meetings, starting with a Beaver Section.
Ben Miles (Assist. Beaver Leader) writes that Major Tony
Gregson recently called on him and related how he had
started the Shaldon Scout Troop back in 1962! Below is a
copy of the Troop photograph taken around that time.

Can anyone recognise these boys in the picture? Some

names given are: Charlie Hook, Simon Hallworth, Dutoit
Cook. Where are they now?

HERE IT IS! our very own COUNTY CAMP - don’t miss it!
Enquiries to the District Representative, ADRIAN
PARTRIDGE (ADC Development) Tel:01803812280 or
email:adrianpartridge@ipplepen2426.freeserve.co.uk

OR, contact:-

Trish Carne, ACC BS,

Devon 101 Administrator,

Tel: 01392 670947,

email: pcarne@blueyonder.co.uk

PLAN NOW (for October) DON'T MISS IT!

Page 3
GROUP NEWS

Combinteignhead (cont). (new ‘Council Meeting’)

1st Ashburton

News is at hand from the District Commissioner that the new
Group at Ashburton has just held their inaugural meeting of
the Group Council. Plans are in hand to commence Beavers
on 24 July and they are looking at the possibility of starting
Cubs and Scouts if more leaders can be found.

1st Kingskerswell

In a recent email from GSL Richard Butterworth to Group
Committee members and interested parties comes the
announcement that the Rev. John Leonard will be taking
over as Chairman as from Thursday 10 July. On that date
the Group Committee will meet at 7.30pm at the Group HQ
with the hope of a making a new start.

We wish the Group all the best in their efforts to strengthen
the Group.

1st Bovey Tracey - Beavers and Cubs

A ‘giant’ Sleepover was held at the Scout HQ on 14 June. It
was an attempt to beat the ‘world record’ for the most
members sleeping over on the same night and it broke the
Guiness Book of World Records of 33,093.

Sponsorship money is to go to the ‘Save the Children Fund'.
The children brought their own tents to put up inside the hall
and took home goodies bags donated by various companies.
(reported by Gary Naisbett-Jones (Baloo) CSL.)
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‘SCOUT'S OWN’

‘Lessons from Nature - The Scallop Shell’

The scallop-shell, or cockle-shell, has long been used in
Christian art to signify pilgrims and pilgrimage. It is often
associated with St. Roche, patron saint of sufferers from the
plague, but that is another story.
We are all of us strangers and pilgrims, ‘having no continuing
city’, seeking one that is to come. Thus the scallop-shell is a
sign we all can wear.
Sir Walter Raleigh’s poem ‘The pilgrimage’ contains possibly
the most celebrated reference to this particular sign.

Give me my scallop-shell of quiet,

My staff of faith to walk upon,

My scrip of joy, immortal diet,

My bottle of salvation,

My gown of glory, hope’s true guage;

And thus I'll take my pilgrimage.
Sir Walter was possibly, along with Sir Philip Sidney, one of
the brightest stars of Queen Elizabeth 1's court. Polished,
witty, a poet, a courtier to his finger-tips, possessing extreme
personal bravery, which led him on reckless, and on fruitless
errands of colonization in the New World.

Thus he was himself a pilgrim. His cockle-shell craft tossed
upon the heaving breast of Dame Atlantic in the same way
as his frail human life rode upon the waves of the sea of
circumstance.

For years he bathed in the dazzling sunshine of the Queen
and, although her smile shone somewhat fitfully,
nevertheless the clouds in Sir Walter's sky were usually
small and scurried across, pursued by the zephyrs of
courtliness and charm.

But eventualy, as we know so well, the wind changed
direction. Those clouds grew bigger. A new age had begun.
The clouds grew heavy and then broke into fury of the new
monarch’s displeasure! Sir Walter's human craft scurried to
the only shelter he knew: that of death on the block.

His life holds many spiritual lessons for us. It is no use
basking in the smiles of men, when they are so easily
changed by storm-clouds of opinion. The only sun in which
we can afford to bask is the smile of God’s approval.

His ‘scallop-shell of quiet’ is for us all to wear if we would
earn it. The Psalmist wrote “In quietness and confidence
shall be your strength”.

We all dislike noisy things and people. Quiet words and
unseen deeds are often far more appreciated and to the
point.

Finally, his scallop-shell was his passport to death. Let us
hope it was also his passport to eternal life, even as it can be
ours.

PADRE

The Hurdlestone Challenge Weekend, Higher Humber
Farm, Bishopsteignton, 27 - 29 June, 08

This Weekend, which is open to both Scouts and Guides,
has been developed over the years to cater for the
competitive side of Scouting and Guiding up to the age of 15
and a half years, with an 8 mile hike and activity bases
included. These featured an Obstacle Course, Archery, First
Aid, Map and Compasswork.

Other activities included Tug of War, Aerial Runway, Rifle
Shooting, Puzzle Corner and Senses.

On walking around the camp site you could visit several
activities including a Woggle Shop where specific woggles
could be made to order; Torbay Amateur Radio (TARS) for
contacting Scouts in overseas countries; Handicraft stalls
where you could try your hand at using cosmetics; (see
pictures):-

Sandwich-toasting, Booklet-making, and other interesting
crafts were also featured.

One item of the afternoon was the ‘Hurdlestone Game’ —
sackracing as you've never seen it before! - not just one per
sack but FOUR! members trying to co-ordinate their efforts to
reach the end of the course (hopefully on their feet!).

A Tuck Shop and Badge Shop were open most of the time
and an Entertainment evening was held on the Saturday
evening which comprised a Disco in the main marquee.

With 750 members in Camp
and 92 Teams entered for
the Challenge, the weekend
was a huge success, and
all teams were wanting to
return for the 2009
Hurdlestone Camp

Continued on Page 5



BEAVER SCOUTS (Iris Burrows, ADC Beavers)

. 1st Newton Abbot Beavers enjoyed a ‘Giant
Sleepover’ in conjunction with BT. Fourteen members
attended and for some it was the first time of staying away
from home! The Beavers enjoyed marshmellows roasted on
the camp-fire and breakfast outside in the morning sun. Also,
3 new Beavers were invested on the Sunday before they
returned home in time to celebrate Father’s Day!

. Day outing to the Zoo: a group of Beavers are to
visiting Paignton Zoo on 28 June; we hope to bring a report
on this next month!

CUB SCOUTS (Jane Gourd, ADC Cub Scouts)

. ‘A special Good Turn’: Cub Scout Lewis Pollard of
1°' Newton Abbot recently completed a sponsored swim
raising £110 for Cancer Research (UK) after his
Grandmother had her cancer diagnosed. As a cancer
survivor (and Chair of Teignmouth Branch) this was
particularly close to my heart.(JG)

. District Cub Camp, Huish Woods, 27 - 29 June, 08
(reported by the Editor on a visit to the Camp)

After travelling through spacious woodlands we arrived at the
site of the Teignbridge District Cub Camp where my wife and
I met the Camp Leader, Jane Gourd (ADC Cub Scouts). The
tents were arranged in close formation with the woodlands
as a backdrop, with one marquee as a dining hall.

| asked the Camp Leader:

(Editor) “How is the Camp going so far?”

(Jane) “Very well; although yesterday we had a bit of a
nightmare when we discovered the ‘Norwak’ bug in two of
the areas from which Cubs were coming, with schools being
closed and a danger that we might have to close the Camp!
Fortunately, we got around that, but when we got to the
Camp site the new manager had changed our site booking
from last year, but by the end of the evening we managed to
get through all right! This morning they (the Cubs) were very
short of sleep, but they are enjoying themselves and that's
what it's all about!”

(Editor) “So you're looking forward to a quiet night tonight?”
(Jane) “Very quiet! We finish tomorrow with the holding of a
Scout’s Own, and we have a big Camp Fire on site to which
we invite everyone (from other sites) to attend”

(Editor) “How many other campers are there?”

(Jane) “There are over 150 people on the camp sites”
(Editor) “Well, you are in for a good time; thankyou for talking
with me. I'll go along to the activity bases to see how they
are doing”.

Aerial Runway: Here | met a group of Cubs waiting to climb
to the top of the runway where Jeff Hiscoke, Cub Leader
Highweek, was waiting to see each one safely harnessed
into the chair which then flew down the runway to the
stopping point. (a very well constructed apparatus).

“NOW - who’s going

first?
(Not me! - OK who?
OK Il go, but no

pushing or shoving! “
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District Cub Camp, cont.
Campcraft: Patrick Gourd (ADC International), (who was
obviously enjoying his weekend) explained that the Cubs
were making woodland animals out of natural materials
(logs, sticks etc). Deer, snails, hedgehogs etc were
included. Basic tools were allowed such as drills and saws.
Patrick told of one Cub who had given his hedgehog a
special haircut - in a ‘mohican style!’

Caving: | met up with a group of Cubs from Ipplepen who
were being shown a series of tunnels constructed as an
obstacle course. Graham Rendell and Gary Vinnicombe,
Cub Leaders from Dawlish, were showing the Cubs which
tunnel to try. | declined an invitation to crawl on hands and
knees to ‘test’ the first tunnel!

Jane Gourd (ADC Cubs) showing us the way around the
camp site.

The Hurdlestone Challenge cont.

On the Sunday morning a Guide’s/Scout's Own was held in
the marquee, and by the afternoon the Presentation of
awards took place before the site was cleared and members

left for home.

To sum up the weekend, Beaver Leader Geoff Davidson
said; “See all these kids, (some who have a ‘raw deal’ in life
and generally having a ‘poor press’) enjoying themselves in
this way, working hard in a team, with determination and still
smiling - that is one of the highlights of the weekend for me”.

Thanks are due to David Wright and his team of workers,
including Jean Corbyn (who undertook all the registrations
and paper-work!) for another very successful weekend which
the many youngsters who took part in the Challenge, and all
who worked towards it will always remember.

David (‘Lefty’) and Alan (DC) at the Camp

Results and
Presentations:-
on Page 6
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MEET THE new Manager of the Web Site, DAVID BIRD
David is the Explorer Scout Leader for
Dawlish and acting ASL too. He is also
part of the District Ten Tors training
team. He has been a Cub, Scout,
Venture Scout (2nd Exeter Group) and
an ASL with 53rd Leicester Group
during student days. He came back
into Scouting when his eldest son
became a member in the local group
David has recently undertaken a revision of the District Web
site into a new and exciting format.
Visit the web site at:-
www.teignbridgescouts.org.uk

COUNTY NEWS

The following appointments have been made by the County
Commissioner, Sally Yeo:-

JOHN JARVIS -
FELLOWSHIP
SHARON NOBLE - County Network Commissioner

Assistant County Commissioner for

DAVID MOATE -
SCOUTS

Assistant County Commissioner for

The County AGM will take place on Thursday 3rd July, at the
Exeter Court Hotel, Kennford

‘HURDLESTONE PRESENTATIONS’ (from page 5)
‘Challenge Bases - winners:-
AERIAL RUNWAY - Tedburn & Cheriton Scouts
OBSTACLE COURSE - 1st South Brent Scouts
KIM'S GAME (joint places) - Tedburn & Cheriton Scouts/
1st Drewsteignton & Chagford Scouts
SOUND BOMB - 1st Goodrington Guides
WATER CHALLENGE - 1st Kingsteignton Guides
“101” - 1st Kingskerswell Scouts
SHOOTING - North Devon Target Scouts
“MISSION IMPUZZIBLE” - 1st Chagford Guides
“PUZZLES AND RIDDLES?” (joint places) - 1st
Goodrington Guides / 1st Crownhill (Plymouth) Scouts
FIRST AID - 1st Fremington Air Scouts & Taw Explorers
MAP & COMPASS - (as above)
TREE IDENTITY - Chudleigh & Haytor Vale Guides
KNOTS (joint places) - 1st Pinhoe Scouts/
1stDrewsteignton & Chagford Scouts/
1st Newton AbbotGuides
ARCHERY - North Devon Target Scouts
MAZE - 1st Ipplepen Pioneer Scouts

‘Hurdlestone Challenge Sack Race’
1st Bovey Tracey Scouts

‘Minibus Pull’
Service Team

‘Hug-a-Tree’
A Guides Team

‘Hurdlestone Challenge’ cont.

The Presentation of awards was made by Mrs. Sue Bullock,
County Guide Commissioner.

The Hurdlestone Challenge Trophy this year was
presented to a Team from 1st BOVEY TRACEY SCOUTS,
with 2nd place going to 1st IPPLEPEN EXPLORER
SCOUTS, and 3rd place to 1st IPPLEPEN SCOUTS.

The Trophy for the highest positioned Girl Guides team went
to SOUTH BRENT GIRL GUIDES.

1st Bovey Tracey Scouts

1st Ipplepen Explorers 1st Ipplepen Scout
DISTRICT SCOUT SHOP
The District Scout Shop is within the District Headquarters
(Wolborough Street, Newton Abbot) and is open every
Saturday.
For Scout Shop emergency requirements, telephone:-
Dulcie Purchase Tel: 01626 353063

There is also a District Guide Shop in the same building and
open each Saturday morning.

DISTRICT SCOUT FELLOWSHIP

The next meeting of the District Scout Fellowship will take
place on Thursday 10 July, 2008, at 7.30 pm in the District
H.Q.

For more information contact:

KEN PURCHASE, Fellowship Chairman, Tel: 01626 353063

NOTICES

There is a COFFEE MORNING held at the District
Headquarters every Saturday morning between 10 am and
12 noon. This is FREE but donations are always welcome!
This is an excellent opportunity for leaders to come along
and meet the District Commissioner and members of the
DistrictTeam.

Opportunities to undertake sections of leader training are
also possible during these times.

Contact the DC or any ADC (relevant section) for more
information.



