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Editorial

This past month has proven that we are a
‘movement’ by the pace at which change is taking
place; and | mean here in Teignbridge, not far away
in some metropolis!

This is evidenced by a number of ‘NEW’ features
and people, for example:-

NEW LIFE in the District as a result of exploring
and discovering NEW people who are willing to
undertake NEW responsibilities of leadership (see
District Commissioner’s letter opposite).

Then, we have a NEW ADC for Beavers as a result
of NEW needs for leadership (see page 3, lIris
Burrows)

On a wider plane we have heard in the news of
NEW badges being introduced which ‘have taken
the media by storm‘. Did you see our Chief Scout
being interviewed on television the other week,
regarding the 40 or more badges being introduced?
One of them being ‘Public Relations’! (now, | wonder
why | mentioned that one?).

We also have a NEW feature in our Newsletter, a
‘Scout’'s Own’ (page 4) We welcome ‘Padre’ onto
our pages to give us words of inspiration!

We have some NEW awards for two of our members,
Jonathan Hiscoke and Matthew Abbot who were awarded
the D of E Gold Award last month at County Hall.
Matthew and Jonathan also attended the International
Scout Jamboree in Somerset recently.

Talking of Jamborees, the Executive Committee,
members of the Scout Fellowship and other friends were
invited to a presentation of the recent Centenary
Jamboree attendance by two of our Explorer Scouts,
Philip Hedge (who gave the talk) and Richard Cringe.

A variety of slides showed the build-up of the Jamboree
camping sites used by contingents from various
countries: floral displays, pioneering structures(one of a
‘clock tower’ and ’'Big Ben’), with various groups
displaying their county themes, Devon displayed the
symbol of a cow’s udder - illuminated at night!

Other features included a visit by Prince William, an
invasion by para-gliders, and a visit to Gilwell Park - to
mention but a few. NEW experiences for our
representatives.

May we continue on the road of ‘discovery’ of NEW things
in our Scouting.

PLEASE SEND NEWS AND REPORTS TO JOHN
ROBERTS, Editor,
(email) jjroberts37 @blueyonder.co.uk
or Tel: 01626 212626.
Closing date for March is 25 February, 08

From the District Commissioner, Alan W.Partridge

As it is still January may | wish all members, leaders
and adult helpers a VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The New Year brings with it new opportunities, new
Group possibilities, new opportunities to progress the
cause of Scouting in Teignbridge.

| want to take this opportunity of welcoming, at the
beginning of the New Year, THE RESURRECTED
GROUP at Moretonhampstead, back into the
Teignbridge District. They held their inaugural Group
Council Meeting on the 14th January, 2008, exactly
two months to the day from the ‘Inaugural’ meeting.
The new Group will be known as the 1st
Moretonhampstead, and the Group scarf colour will be
‘Emerald Green with a Gold edge'.

We still have three other Groups that we hope to
resurrect: Ashburton (initial meeting on 12th
February), Denbury (meeting on 7th March), and
Bishopsteignton (meeting on 19th March).  We hope
these will all be as successful as Moretonhampstead!.

New Groups bring new life into a District; they bring new
challenges and new opportunities. | hope that every
member of the Teignbridge District will WELCOME and
BEFRIEND these new Groups.

One of the OLD Scout Laws was “A SCOUT IS A FRIEND
TO ALL, AND A BROTHER TO EVERY OTHER SCOUT,
NO MATTER TO WHAT COUNTRY, CLASS OR CREED
THE OTHER BELONGS".

May this sentiment go with us throughout our Scouting and
our adult life.

DEFACTIO NON OPTIO EST

Initial Meeting at Moretonhampstead held on 14 November,
2007, with new Group Scout Leader (Eric Garner) and members
of the District Team The original Group flag is shown.

Copies of ‘Drum Beat’ can now be sent direct to you by
email. This will enable you to download however ma  ny
copies you need. Please send the Editor your na me
and email address.
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DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS
Notices - Appointments - Diary

“I wish to remind all Scout Groups that the
Teignbridge District Scout Executive Committee is
there to assist all Sections of Scouting in their work of
promoting Scouting within their community. If you or
your Unit require financial assistance or help in any
direction, we can be contacted through the District
Commissioner”

Robert J Gray, Chairman
District Scout Executive

APPOINTMENTS

IRIS BURROWS - Assist.District Commissioner for
Beavers w.e.f. 8 January, 2008 (see page 3)

ERIC GARNER - Group Leader, Moretonhampstead
w.e.f. 8 January, 2008

LONG SERVICE AWARDS

ADRIAN PARTRIDGE (ADC Development)- 15 years
service

EVENTS

« An investigatory meeting will be held in the
Anglican Church, ASHBURTON, on 12 February,
2008 to discuss the possibility of re-opening the Scout
Group.

» St. George’'s Day Parade and Service, Buckfast
Abbey, Sunday 27 April, 2008 (Parade at 2.30pm and
Service at 3pm). Shield to be awarded for Uniform
Inspection; no travel subsidy allowance.

e Hurdlestone Challenge 2008. Bookings are
already being received for this year's Camp. During
February each group will be sent a Booking Form
either by email or post. If you do not receive your
copy do please let me know. It would be good to see
all groups in the District accepting the ‘Challenge’.
David Wright.

» First Aid Training Two courses have been held
recently for new people and those whose certificates
had over-run the 3 year validity. Would all leaders
please check that they hold a valid certificate as this
is essential should you be involved with an accident. |
am arranging another course before the
Spring/Summer busy period is upon us - please let
me know of your requirements. ‘SAVE A LIFE’

‘Lefty’

DISTRICT DIARY
Saturday 26 January 08 - Scout Fellowship
Annual Lunch at the Langstone CIiff Hotel,
Dawlish.
Sunday 10 February 08 - Young Leaders’
Training - Module A.  Contact Jane Gourd for
detalils.
Tuesday 12 February 08 - Initial Meeting for
Ashburton Group
Wednesday 13 February 08 -
Meeting, Dist. H.Q. 7.45 pm
Saturday 23 February 08 - District Archery
Comp. for Cubs, Scouts, & Explorers, Bovey
Tracey HQ
Wednesday 5 March 08 - District Team
Meeting, Dist. H.Q. 7.30pm
Friday 7 March 08 - Initial Meeting for Denbury
Group
Saturday 15 March 08 - District Cub Scout
Day of Sport
Wednesday 17 March 08 -
Bishopsteignton Group
Thursday 20 March 08
Mtg, District HQ, 7.45pm
Good Friday 21 - Easter Sunday 23 March 08
- Easter Weekend
Sunday 27 April 08 - St.George’s Day Parade
& Service, Buckfast Abbey
27 - 29 June 08 - Hurdlestone Challenge
27 - 29 June 08 - District Cub Scout Annual
Camp

Seeone

Initial Meeting for

- Scout Fellowship

Extracts from the Ipplepen Scout Group
Newsletter:

Ten Tors: we should know this month how many
‘invitations’ the Teignbridge Scouts have been
given for the 2008 event. As it stands, all three
sections (35 miles, 45 miles, and 55 miles) are
over-subscribed if we are offered our maximum as
last year i.e. 6 teams. This is the first time ever this
has happened, which goes to show how well
supported this is.

As proper training cannot start until February, they
start with a Day Hike on 20 January, and overnight
training starts on weekends of 2 Feb., 16 Feb. and
1 March, continuing fortnightly until the event on 10
May.

Annual District Archery Comp: Ipplepen Group
has ‘thrown down the guantlet!!’” to other Groups
for this event! (any takers?) Beware - their
cubs, scouts and explorers have done rather well in
the past few years!



Introducing, the ADC (Public Relations)

Most of you will be familiar with the roles of
Assist. District Commissioners, especially for
sections (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers) but
the role of ADC(PR) is not a familiar job to many.

Generally, the title ‘public relations’ refers to
appointments in business, politics, sales, and to
some degree to charities, where essential
contacts with the general public and influential
people are necessary to make known the aims
and practices of the group represented.

When | was invited to take up this responsibility |
knew that my previous experiences and training
with a national charity and qualifications within
the Institute of Public Relations would prove an
asset, and with the new growth of Groups in the
District this is the right time for such an
appointment to be made.

So, what does an ADC(PR) do? This is best
described as follows:-

 The ADC(PR) assists the District Team to improve
communications and relationships within the District.

* Functional relations are with members of the
Movement and external relations are with the Media
(press , broadcasting and the Web).

» To advise Groups on fundraising activities and
assist where possible.

» To assist with arrangements for visits to the District
by special visitors.

* To help and advise with projects for informing the
general public of Scouting activities (e.g. publicity and
recruitment drives).

* To administer a District Web Site or make suitable
arrangements for this.

e To attend (by invitation) public events and
meetings at which the aims and practises of Scouting
are made known i.e. Rotary Clubs, Youth Forums etc.

» To represent the District Commissioner at
appropriate events, meetings etc, at his request.

» Added to this list has been the recent job of editing
and printing the District Newsletter, with news and
reports of activities around the District.

e The ADC(PR) is also a member of the District
Executive and Scout Fellowship.

| look forward to sharing many achievable successes
with you in days to come.

J.John Roberts, ADC (Public Relations)
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Introducing, the (new) ADC (Beavers)

Little did 1 know when moving to Devon with my
husband and twin boys that my life would take a
drastic turnaround. Having no family or close friends
nearby meant providing activities for my children.

There seemed to be only Rainbows, Brownies and
Guides and only Scouts for the boys in Kingsteignton.

On asking about a Beaver colony for the boys it
meant travelling some distance to Highweek for them.
Therefore, just before they were 6 years old | began
attending Highweek Beavers and before | knew it |
was helping out each week and so became an Assist.
Leader.

Training followed and after 8 months | had completed
18 modules. Then my Woodbadge followed but with
delays due to the unfortunate demise of our late DC.
It was at this time | helped to start the 1st Newton
Abbot Beaver Colony where | have served to the
present day.

Of the opportunities to help the community which have
come our way was the preparing of Christmas hampers for
the senior members of the community and going with the
Beavers to deliver them. We have been doing this since
Christmas 2006.

We were sorry to hear of the leaving of our previous ADC
(Beavers) and when the District Commissioner asked me to
take on the responsibility of ADC | was happy to do so as
well as looking after my own Beaver Colony.

I enjoy this work and it gives me the opportunity to give
something back to the local community.

Iris Burrows, ADC (Beavers)

enquiries concerning Beavers can be directed to lIris
on: Tel: 01626 331196

email; iris.burrows@btinternet.com
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‘SCOUT'S OWN'’

‘Lessons from Nature - Our Feathered Friends’

Have you ever watched a bird ‘preening’ it's
feathers? One day | watched my pet cockatiel
straighten its feathers with the fine edge of his bill,
and it occurred to me that the word ‘preening’ has
been given a number of different meanings. When
we talk about preening ourselves, we mean that we
are attempting to make ourselves look pretty or tidy.
Feathers are used for so many different reasons,
from filling pillows, making feather dusters, or for the
more selective tying of flies for the trout-fisherman!
First, and most obviously, feathers enable a bird to
fly. Man himself has learnt the art of flight by
observing how the air flows over the wings of the
bird. Thus, in Isaiah 40:31, the people were told to
“Renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles”. Have you ever watched an eagle
in flight? He soars gracefully using

air currents to keep him aloft. = SN
The people in the Bible were .
encouraged to rise above problems

and difficulties of life, using God's

grace to keep ‘aloft’. A

A bird’s feathers are also used for protection front the‘m

wind and rain. Watch a duck next time it comes out
of water, how it shakes itself to fling water off its
feathers. We often refer to some incident being
repelled like ‘water off a duck’s back!” In much the
same way the Christian will know how to reject
unnecessary evils in the world.

Lastly, the bird’s feathers provide warmth and shelter
for it's young. Jesus used a lovely illustration in
Matthew 23: 37 of how a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings for protection. He invited people to
come to Him and trust in Him.

Psalm 91: 4, 9 says, ‘He shall cover you with his
feathers and under his wings will you trust’.

Padre (nexttime: ‘What is an AXOLOTL?" Answers
please to the Editor before next month)

‘SNIPPETS’  from
H.Q.Newsletter)
‘Scouts give World Record a helping hand’ - ‘the
Guinness World Records have recognised ‘The
Great Big Left Handshake’ as an official World
Record, thanks to the hard work of 30,006 Scouts
from the UK and overseas’

‘Scouting Plus’ (Scout

‘The Giant Sleepover 2008 'The world’s biggest
simultaneous sleepover has joined forces with ‘Save
the Children’ to help raise thousands of pounds for
children suffering in emergencies around the world'.

‘PEACELIGHT EVENING’ report by David Wright.

With a change of venue, St. Mary's, Abbotsbury,
about 150 people were entertained to an evening of
carols, songs, music and readings before receiving
their light taken from the Peacelight. An Explorer
Scout from 1st Bovey Tracey gave a most impressive
performance of Irish music on the violin, whilst
readings were given by a Scout from 1st Highweek
and by two guides from 1st Kingsteignton.

It was good to see representatives from the 1st & 3rd
Newton Abbot, 1st Bovey Tracey and Highweek
Groups. The Guides colours were also paraded.

A sum of £104.28 was collected on the evening and a
cheque for this amount has been sent to the
Children’s Hospice, South West. Also, the collection
box held at the District Scout Shop (for odd change)
and the sale of second-hand books realised £34.90,
and a cheque for this has also been sent to to
Children’s Hospice.

My personal thanks for your good support for this
worthwhile work.  ‘Lefty’

PS. We are looking for more talent for the 2008
Peacelight gathering - please let me know of any
Group member who can help in this way.

NOTE: For those who don’t know the background to
Peacelight, it is a naked flame collected by an Israeli
Scout from the Holy Sepulcure in Bethleham which is
then flown to Vienna by Austrian Scouts. From
Vienna the Lights gesture of Peace is distributed to
every european country with the intention of the
Peacelight being taken to Scouting/Guiding HQ, to
their church, hospitals, hospices etc. It is organised
by the Scouts of Europe and British Rail Scout
Fellowship.

‘Scouting Memories’ (Norah Turner)

Over the Christmas period of 1969 Ron and | were in
Jerusalem and we were invited to a Senior Scout
Weekend Camp. When we arrived we were taken to
a group of 16 - 18 year old boys who were sitting
around a campfire. Firstly, we were surprised to see
girls as well as boys (its was 1969!!!), but when they
moved along to make room for us, we were even
more surprised to see that each of them had a RIFLE
across their knees! They said they had to take these
with them everywhere.

Norah also says that she has a number of model
aircraft (WW2) that Ron has made and if anyone is
interested in them to please ring her. Tel: 01626
368078.

(More anecdotes and memories, particularly of
camping and hiking days, are welcomed. Editor.)



ADC Cub Scouts

» We are delighted to welcome a new Cub Pack
opening in March at Moretonhampstead. Welcome to
all leaders; we hope to meet you all soon.

* Please note the date of our Seeone Meeting has
been changed to Weds. 13th February; the Assist.
County Commissioner (Cub Scouts) will be with us
then. Also, the Scout Shop will be open at this
time.

e This will confirm that the Cub Scout Day of Sport
CLOSING DATE is 1st March! (no late bookings
please).

* NAN form (for Sleep-overs) should be sent to the
District Commissioner (for Scouts & Explorers) and to
Jane Gourd (for Cub Scouts) and to Iris Burrows (for
Beavers).

A District Meeting for Cub Scout leaders is
arranged for Monday 28 January, at the District HQ. -
to discuss events planned for this year.

At a recent County meeting of ADC(Cub Scouts) the
following were observed:-

» It was noted that some badges are being worn
incorrectly; leaders are asked to check on these.
 Working with fire - supervision needed at all
times. Check for type of clothing worn and means of
extinguishing fires available.

 Walking on public highways - make sure ‘hi viz’
jackets are worn by those at the front and rear. Also,
when lighting needed - white light at front and red at
rear. For longer groups i.e. parades; it might be
necessary to use cars at front and rear as warning.

* Visitors to meetings; unless well-known to
leaders CHALLENGE their presence - do not
presume they should be there!

e It is a good thing to give invitations to District
Team members to visit, and not wait for them just to
‘turn up’!

Future County Events for Cubs:-

e ‘Swap Shop’ on 1st March at Southmead School,
Braunton, EX33 2BU
e Sixers’ Council on 29th March, Exeter Scout H.Q.,
10.30 - 4pm
e ‘Cross Country’ 22nd or 29th June, 2008 (more
details later).
e Camp Fire Leaders’ Course (date and venue to be
decided).

Jane Gourd, ADC (Cubs)
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Training Courses - Programme 2008
Module 5 - Fundamental Values of Scouting
Tuesday 20 May Exeter
Tuesday 23 September Plymouth

Module 7 - Valuing Diversity

Tuesday 26 February Newton Abbot

Module 8 - Skills of Leadership

Sunday 9 March Torrington
Wednesday 11 June Ottery St. Mary
Monday 20 October Plymouth

Module 9 - Working with Adults

Sunday 9 March Torrington
Thursday 24 April Newton Abbot
Tuesday 15 July Exeter
Monday 20 October Plymouth

Module 11 - Administration(Section Leaders)
Sunday 9 March Torrington
Tuesday 13 May Newton Abbot
Wednesday 17 September  Ottery St. Mary

Module 12 - Providing a Balanced Programme

Sunday 17 February Torrington
Tuesday 19 February Plymouth
Wednesday 11 June Newton Abbot
Wednesday 22 October Exeter

Module 13 - Growing the Movement(Section
Leaders)

Tuesday 4 March
Tuesday 18 March

Exeter
Plymouth

Module 14 - Young People Today
Tuesday 29 April Plymouth
Thursday 13 November Exmouth

Module 15 - Challenging Behaviour

Tuesday 29 April Plymouth
Module 16 - Nights Away

Saturday 26 April Exeter
Weekend 10/11 May Exeter

TBA Weekend
17/18 May North Devon
Module 17 - Activities Outdoors
Thursday 21 February Exmouth
Module 18 - Practical Skills
Thursday 17 July Newton Abbot
Module 19 - International

Tuesday 20 May Plymouth
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ANNOUNCEMENT

‘Scout and Guide ‘Gang’ Show’
As most of you will know, Bovey Tracey Group
has produced 9 Scout and Guide Shows during
the last few years. As the next Show will be our
10th Anniversary, and following requests from
other troops/units in Teignbridge, we are looking
at the possibility of producing a larger Show in
February 2009 (during the half term week). This
would be a very big undertaking and we need to
know the level of interest amongst the Groups in
the area before we can see if it will be possible.
To this end, we would like all leaders to speak to
their troop/unit and let us have a rough idea of
numbers that would be interested in taking part.
We would also need at least 2 adults from each
Scout Troop and one from each Guide/Brownie
Unit, to be willing to help at the performances, and
at the major full cast rehearsals. There would be
approximately 5 FULL rehearsals which would be
on Saturdays, but we would ask each Group to
rehearse their own ‘sketch’ at a time to suit
themselves.
All sketches, songs etc would be provided. 2 or 3
of the producing/directing group would come to
the Unit/Group to talk with them about the
sketches and songs. A CD would be available to
help with the songs.
We would like to hear from you by February 1st
to know if you are interested in taking part in this
venture.

Bovey Tracey Gang Show Committee

(please reply to: jean.corbyn@tesco.net or

Tel: 01626 853838 OR to sue.daniels@tesco.net
Tel: 01626 832042

(dining room - left)

SCOUT SHOP NEWS

New publications: Orders for the New
Publications(Programmes, etc) will be available from the
Shop at a discounted price. All Groups should be
ordering these (for all sections) NOW. It would be
appreciated if GSLs place their orders as soon as
possible.

Camping Equipment: Any items ordered through the
Shop will receive discount off the prices shown in the
Scout Shop Catalogue.

New Badges: A supply of the new sectional badges are
available from your Badge Secretary.

Please note: All Centenary Badges should now be
REMOVED from uniforms - they can be sewn onto camp
blankets etc. Many Centenary souvenirs are available at
very discounted prices (subject to availability from Scout
Shop Ltd).

We will do our best to meet any requests for items.

David Wright

SCOUT FELLOWSHIP - ANNUAL LUNCH

On Saturday 26 January 19 members and friends of the
District Scout Fellowship met at the Langstone Cliff Hotel,
Dawlish, for their Annual Lunch.

Amongst the visitors who supported the event were:
Robert Pike, County Fellowship Adviser, and Edna &
Graham Wickham. The District Commissioner Alan
Partridge and Mrs Ann Partridge attended for the first
time.

(dining room - right)



