
 
 

Newsletter of the Teignbridge District Scouts (Devon) 
PRESIDENT: Lord Clifford of Chudleigh 

Vol. 15 April 2009 
 
 

Editorial Comment: 
ON THURSDAY 23 APRIL we again celebrate St. George’s 
Day. St. George is of course, not only the Patron Saint of 
England but of Scouting too. We recognise the Day by 
attending services at our chosen church on the nearest 
Sunday to the 23rd, which this year is Sunday 26th April. 
Many will recall the huge turnout at Buckfast Abbey last year 
when the whole District came together, and this year Groups 
are making arrangements in their own areas to parade to 
church. This gives each Group an opportunity to forge closer 
ties with their community and will be a special day in 
particular for some of the newer Groups to make 
arrangements with their local churches and clergy. It is also 
hoped that all Groups will include a Parade through the 
streets of their locality to help remind local residents of your 
presence and as a stimulus to members on deportment and 
public image. 
There are a number of traditions associated with St. 
George’s Day which, whilst not directly related to Scouting 
traditions, indicate something of the importance attached to 
the Day. For example, a traditional custom was to wear a red 
rose in one’s lapel. Unfortunately fashions have somewhat 
dictated changes in that direction! Flying the St. George’s 
flag from public places is still very much in vogue, and the 
MP for Romford is still trying to get the Day adopted as a 
public holiday! 
Certain parts of the continent seem to make more of St. 
George’s Day and in Catalonia, Spain men give their 
girlfriends and wives roses and women give their husbands 
and boyfriends a book to celebrate the occasion. In 
Barcelona the principle street of La Rambla hosts hundreds 
of stands selling roses and on one occasion sold some 
million roses and 400,000 books. 
But apart from this annual reminder through roses and 
books, and flags, the code which the early ‘knights’ (who 
followed the example of St.George) lives on today through 
the Scout Movement and it is a code of living which should 
permeate throughout our lives. ‘Kindness and gentleness’ 
was practiced by the knights and the law which spoke of 
‘helping people at all times’ is still prelevant amongst Scouts. 

The idea of tying a knot in 
the ends of the Scout scarf 
was to remind members to 
do a good turn every day 
and not to untie the knot 
until we had done one. 
 
The spirit of St.George can 
live within each of us and 
can trans form the society 
in which we live.  
The question is: ’Do you 
you have the courage to 
make this happen where 
you live?’ 
 
I wish you Good Scouting, 
 
John Roberts, Editor 

 

From the District Commissioner, Alan W.Partridge 
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25% Leaders - Adult Helpers - Fellowship – Supporters 
 
I have been advised by our Appointments Secretary, Jean 
Ingram, that the Census shows an increase in membership 
from some 728, rising to 907 between the Census of 31 Jan. 
2008 and Census of 31 Jan. 2009 making a 180 increase in 
membership for the year! 
In addition, if we add in the new Groups and sections that 
opened in February 2009 we have probably passed the 
‘magic’ 1,000 membership point! WELL DONE EVERYONE! 
This is a truly magnificent achievement. It is the result of 
hard work across the board. We have received about 125 
new members as a result of new Groups and about another 
55 members from existing Groups. 
The District is now probably the largest in the area and 
possibly in membership numbers the largest in the County! 
We are achieving growth in our programmes, and above all 
in the quality of our training programme for members and for 
leaders. 
This is a very good start for the District ‘recovery 
programme’. we must, however, not rest on our laurels; we 
need to press on to achieve a similar growth for the coming 
year, and a figure of some 1,100 total membership should be 
achievable for the current year. 
I would like to see another influx of leaders so that we can 
remove the waiting lists and so that we can offer Scouting to 
every corner of the District. Every child and young adult must 
be offered the chance to enjoy and benefit from Scouting. 
I would also like to see some existing Groups offering 
‘Satellite’ sections in neighbouring areas. These could 
become ‘stand alone’ Groups after a few years. 
Currently, there are three areas where possible new Groups 
can be established: Ogwell, Liverton, and Kennford. We 
have active contacts in all these areas. 
So, let’s go for it! Let us make Scouting an organisation that 
offers EXCELLENCE of opportunity. An organisation that 
people are attracted to and want to join! 
This is our chance to make a difference, an excellent start - 
now let us go on with and continue with the job of ‘Growing 
the Movement’. 
 
STOP PRESS ‘Teignbridge District Scouts recognised as 
in ‘TOP 15’ (Districts) Nationally for Growth’ 
 
“Another accolade for Teignbridge!” I cannot remember a 
time when Teignbridge Scouts became highlighted at a 
National level! Every leader, every supporter, and every 
member has contributed to this accolade. 
Established Groups have contributed by providing 125 new 
members, plus 75 members NOT on the Census, because 
they did not start until February this year, and will be added 
to next year’s figures. 
 

(continued on Page 2) 
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The Programme has contributed; without good 
programmes being delivered week by week by 
dedicated leaders, the membership would not be 
retained and would never grow. 

This is the result of a combined contribution by Leaders, 
Supporters, District Teams and District Executive, all whom 
make a very decisive contribution to the success of the 
District. 

WELL DONE, EVERYONE! 
Having achieved this it is not unreasonable to think that we 
can keep the progress going, if we can achieve once, then 
we can achieve again. 
I hope that we can at least achieve the same increases 
during 2009/10; we are already half way there! 
The advantages to the District are enormous:- 
• we have a stronger District 
• we have gained a large number of new leaders who will 
add to the friendship in Scouting 
• we will have additional financial income that will enable the 
District to offer more and more better services and facilities 
One of the greatest advantages is that “We are a successful 
organisation” and it is easier to recruit leaders and members 
to an organisation that is successful than to an organisation 
that is just plodding along. Success breeds success! 
Members will see the organisation as “COOL” (I believe that 
is the jargon!), and will want to be part of it and will want their 
friends to be part of it. This will generate growth, hopefully in 
every Group. 
 

FAILURE HAS NOT BEEN AN OPTION! 
 

‘MINI-5-TORS AND NIGHT HIKE 
 
The District Ten Tors Training Team is running a ‘Mini-5-
Tors’ on Sunday 27 September, 2009, with three routes of 
15km, 20km, and 25km in the area spanned by Great Mis 
Tor, North Hessary Tor, Eylesbarrow and Leeden Tor, with 
the start/finish at Four Winds - off the Princetown/Tavistock 
road. 
 
The Night Hike is planned for the night of 7th & 8th 
November, utilising part of the Templar Way. 
 
To be POR compliant, teams for these events should 
comprise 4 to 6 participants, plus an adult leader for the 
short or medium routes for Cub Scouts and younger Scouts; 
the medium or long routes are also viable for Explorer-led 
teams of the same size. 
 
Please ensure that accompanying adult leaders leading Cub 
Scouts/Scout teams are CRB checked and have completed 
an Adult Leader form. Advance notice of both events offers 
groups expecting to make use of adult leaders who have yet 
to complete CRB checks and Adult Leader applications the 
time to ensure that the requisite completed forms reach Jean 
Ingram, District Secretary, not later than July for Mini-5-Tors, 
or by early September for the Night Hike please, to allow 
sufficient time for clearance to be completed prior to the 
respective event. 
 
Mike Ruffles, 
for District Ten Tors Training Team 
 
 
‘BY COMPARISON  Actor Robert Hardy 
 
“ Playing Churchill was like being asked to go up Everest 
dressed as a boy scout in shorts with no oxygen”  

DISTRICT DIARY & CONTACT LIST 
April: 
 
Thurs.2  Meeting at District HQ re: ‘Young Leaders’, 
 7.30pm 
Sat. 4 :  Dist. Poster Comp. Judging, 1st Newton Abb. 
 Scout HQ, 2pm-3pm 
Sunday 26:  St.George’s Day Parades & Services, in 
 respective Group venues. 
Thurs.30:  F.P. & G. Meeting, District HQ. 7.30 pm 
 
May: 
 
Weds. 6:  District Team Meeting, District HQ, 7.30pm 
Thurs. 7:  DISTRICT PRESENTATION EVENING, 
 District HQ, 7pm 
Tues. 12:  Initial Meeting at Liverton, 7.30pm 
Thurs.14:  District Scout Fellowship Meeting, District 
 HQ, 7.30pm 
Thurs. 28  District Executive Meeting, District HQ, 7.45pm 
 
 
District Commissioner Alan Partridge:  Tel. 01626 365383 
 email:alanwpartridge@btinternet.com 
 
ADC Beaver Scouts: Iris Burrows:  Tel. 01626 331196 
 email: iris.burrows@btinternet.com 
 
ADC Cub Scouts: Jane Gourd,  Tel: 01626 773903 
 mob. 07754804587 
 email: j.gourd@btinternet.com 
 
ADC Scouts: Neil Freeman,  Tel: 01626 366033 
 email: neil.freeman@hotmail.com 
 
Dist.Explorer Scout Ldr: 
Andrew Thorpe, Tel:01626 854177 
 mob. 07860707805 
 email: andrew.thorpe@oxagtrials.co.uk 
 
ADC Development: Adrian Partridge: Tel: 01803 812280 
 email: adrianpartridge@ipplepen2426.freeserve.co.uk 
 
ADC Public Relations:J.John Roberts: Tel: 01626 212626 
 mob. 07765544045 
 email: jjroberts37@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
ADC International: Patrick Gourd:  Tel: 01626 773903 
 
Local Training Manager  
(appt. pending) Chris Solway Tel: 01626 836644 
 email: chrissolway@googlemail.com 
 
 

DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Annual Census Returns: 
 
These were due on 31 January, 2009. It was most 
disappointing not to have received these from some Groups 
until late February! This delayed the posting of invoices for 
Membership Fees; also, blemished the reputation of the 
Teignbridge District!. These essential figures have to be 
submitted to the County/HQ by a given date. Let’s hope that 
next year we can meet the required deadline. Many thanks 
to those Groups who submitted their Returns on time! 
 
David Wright, District Treasurer 
 



 
DISTRICT COMPETITIONS FOR 2009 
 
District ‘Poster Competition’, Saturday 4 April, 09 
- for all Sections 
Completed posters are to be handed-in at the 1st Newton 
Abbot(Kingsteignton) Scout Headquarters between 10am - 
11am. 
Judging will take place between 2pm-3pm, after which 
the results and awards will be made. 
 
NOTE: Please make sure that the name and Group is 
entered on the back of each poster. 
 
 
District ‘Fishing Day & Competition’, 
July 2009 (for Scouts only) 
 
Plans are going ahead with the Newton Abbot Fishing 
Association to cater for as many Cubs and Scouts as 
possible, although this will depend on 
how many the Fishing Club can take. 
One suggestion is that we hold the 
’Day’ over two mornings (Sat & Sun) 
in order to facilitate more members; 
this to be confirmed. It is possible that 
we will have to be ‘selective’ in how 
many we can accept from each 
Group.  
More details will be available later. 
 
 
‘Cub Scouts 1st Aid Competition’ 
 
In conjunction with the Torbay Scout District, 3 Teams from 
Teignbridge are invited to take part in this learning/fun day. 
 
Date: SATURDAY 4TH JULY  
Venue: TORBAY CAMPSITE. 
Time: 9.00 hrs. 
Cost: £1 per person 
Teams: 4 Cubs, plus 1 reserve. 
1st Aid bases: ‘Bleeding, Fracture, Recovery Position, and 
an Exercise in Teamwork. 
The first three teams to apply to ‘Lefty’ will be entered in the 
event. Entry fee to be made payable to ‘TORBAY 
BOROUGH SCOUT FELLOWSHIP’ and to be enclosed with 
the entry no later than 5 June, 09. 

 
Any queries to be made of ‘Lefty’, 
the ‘Scout Shop’. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE DISTRICT WEB SITE 

is accessible on the Internet by using the following address: 
www. teignbridgescouts.org.uk 

Please note: all news, reports and photographs for the Web 
Site should be sent to the Editor ‘Drum Beat’ for inclusion 

jjroberts37@blueyonder.co.uk 
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DISTRICT TRAINING PLAN : April 09 - Jan. 2010 
 
DATE:  MODULE: 
 
6 April 09  18  (Practical Skills) 
19 April 09   Hillcraft/Terrain Zero Skills 
13 May 09  1/2/3 
17 June 09  17  (Outdoors Actrivities) 
19 August 09  1/2/3 
16 Sept. 09  12  (Balanced Programme) 
14 October 09  6  (Changes in Scouting) 
14 October 09  9  (Working with Adults) 
25 October 09  1  (Committee Training Day) 
28 October 09  Training Team Meeting 
11 November 09  14  (Young People Today) 
2 December 09  8  (Skills of Leadership) 
15 December 09  1/2/3 
6 January 2010  5  (Fundamental values) 
 
NOTE: Please contact: Chris Solway for Course 
information; email chrissolway@googlemail.com 
Unless otherwise stated above, the Venue for 
Modules will be the District Scout HQ, from 7pm - 
9pm 
 
 
District ‘Photographic 
Competition’ 2009 
This will run until September 
2009 when it is hoped that 
every Group in the District will 
submit their entries! 
Each Group can submit up to 
six(6) photos,  
2 X Beavers,  
2 X Cubs,  
2X others (Scouts, Explorers or Leaders). 
Theme: this can be ‘Scouting, Nature, or General’ (NO 
FAMILY PHOTOS PLEASE!). 
Entries must indicate which Group, name of photographer, 
and date taken, with a ‘Title’. 
Judging will be by members of a local Photograhy Club. 
Prizes: these will be awarded to  
(a) ‘Best Overall’, 
(c) ‘Best from a Beaver’, 
(d) ‘Best from a Cub’,  
(c)‘Best from Others’ 
A Shield will be presented to the Group submitting the ‘Best 
Overall’ entry 
Send your entries to ‘Lefty’, c/o The Scout Shop 
 
 
‘Raft-Building Competition for Scout & Explorers’ 
 
How would you like to enter this ‘Raft Building Competition’ 
to be held on Sunday 7 June on the Lake at Ugbrooke 
Park, by kind permission of our District President, Lord 
Clifford. 
This will be in conjunction with the Annual Lifeboat Fete 
being held at Ugbrooke Park. 
Entries will be FREE and details must be received of Teams 
on or before 1st May, 2009. 
 
Send details to ‘Lefty’, c/o The District Scout Shop 
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‘SCOUT’S OWN’ 
‘Lessons from Nature - the Whale’ 

Whales are known to everyone, even the very young. Our 
earliest memories are of a huge ‘fish’ with a big tail which 
splashes in diving below the surface! 
Stories about whales abound and are 
legendary, but the one which most 
people will remember is the story of 
‘Jonah and the Whale’, found in the 
Bible (Jonah 1 vs 17).”the Lord provided a great fish(whale) 
to swallow Jonah. 
 
The story leading up to this moment has lessons for us all; 
Jonah had to make a decision and he made the wrong one! 
He should have gone to Ninevah (500 miles) but opted for 
Tarshish(2,000 miles), but it wasn’t just the distance – he 
didn’t fancy facing the people of Ninevah - by reputation they 
were ‘difficult’ people to deal with! 
 
How many times in our work as Scout leaders have we been 
faced with such a decision? - the difficult task or the easy 
path? For some of us our ‘Ninevah’ might be either a difficult 
person, a frustrating situation, an unfriendly place, or even 
an unpleasant emotion. And we are faced with a ’whale’ of a 
choice or decision to make! 
 
We begin to ask ourselves questions such as, “Am I 
qualified?; Am I ready?, Will I make a fool of myself?, and we 
take comfort in such thoughts as “”I don’t want to make 
waves” or “I’m comfortable where I am”, or “I don’t see the 
need”. 
 
But when we take the courage to meet such challenges we 
feel ’as free as a bird’, or vastly relieved and a sense of deep 
satisfaction comes upon us. Just as Jonah faced ’leadership’ 
questions and challenges, so do many Scout leaders. We 
can take heart and avoid being swallowed by a whale of 
problems and like Jonah, share our problems with the Lord 
(Jonah was ‘rescued from the whale’, are we still 

‘floundering’?) 
PADRE 

‘ A NEW GROUP IS BORN!’ 
1st Teign Valley Group 
The District Commissioner, Alan Partridge, and ADC Public 
Relations John Roberts went along to the ‘inauguration’ of 
both Beaver Colony and Cub Pack on Thurs. 19 March. 
Helen Elworthy, Beaver Leader, Akela Marie Russel and 
Andrea Tucker (Bagheera) were invested last month. 
Rebekah Lockley was invested on this evening. 
Now it was the turn of each Beaver member to be invested 
and wear, for the first time, the new Group scarf. 

 
 
 

Helen invests a 
new Beaver 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The new 
Beavers with 
their Leaders 

 
 
 

 
A new Cub is 

invested by the 
new Akela, 

Marie Russel 
 
 

 
 

The New Cub 
Pack and their 

Leaders 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The new Group 

Leaders: (left to right) 
Helen Elworth (Beaver 
Ldr) Paul French (A. 

GSL) John Lund (GSL) 
Marie Russel (Akela) 

Rebekah Lockley 
(Assist.BL) Andrea 
Tucker (Bagheera) 

 
Members of the Group 

Council and parents and 
friends also gathered to 

wish the new Group well. 
 



 
River Teign Sea Scouts, cont. 

 
 
 

Getting ‘stoked-up’ for 
the Race! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Are we organised? 
 
 
 

 
 

Rockey’s Quizz 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE WINNERS! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘RED NOSE DAY’ WITH THE 1st Newton Abbot Cubs 
 

An ‘invasion’ by ‘The 
Grimpound Border’ Group 
with their feathered-
trimmed hats and ‘tree-
stumps’ had the Cubs 
dancing in tune to the 
piano accordian, with the 
occasional halt to thump 
wood against wood 

(fortunately there were no casualties). 
 
‘Blackened faces? - well, all for a good cause; the Cubs 
decided to donate their cash to ‘Operation Imprezza’, a local 
charity which has built a school in Kenya. Members also 
collected paper, 
pencils and story 
books for the 
Charity. 
(Not sure where 
the ‘rabbit’ 
comes in! 
Something to do 
with ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’?) 
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REPORTS FROM GROUPS: 
 
River Teign Sea Scouts 1st Shaldon started on the 22nd 
September 2008 after a gap of some 30 years of Scouting in 
Shaldon, Stokeinteignhead and Combinteignhead. 
The Group has a Cub Pack with Simeon Benson as Akela 
and a Beaver Colony with Tulla Broome (Nessie) in charge. 
 
The Cubs meet on Mondays and Beavers on Thursdays. 
The Group Scout Leader is Ben Miles (Hawkeye); details of 
the Group and where it meets can be obtained from Ben by 
emailing: hawkeye@seascouts.me. 
The Group also has a web site: www.seascouts.me 
As the Group is expanding in numbers they are in need of 
more leaders, especially in anticipation of starting a Scout 
section. 
 
In recent weeks leaders of the Group (Richard Harris, David 
Bayliss and Ben Miles) have undertaken the ‘Royal Yacht 
Assoc.Power Boat(level 2) Course offered by the 
Teignmouth Corinthians Yacht Club. These leaders hope to 
continue with the RYA Safety Boat Course with a view to 
eventually offering water activities to their members. 
The River Teign Beavers have been awarded their ‘Jetix 
Imagination Badge’ (the first reported Group in the District to 
complete this! - see January ‘Drum Beat’, page 9 for details) 

River Teign Beavers 
 
On 21 March the Beavers took part in a ‘Sponsored Walk’ at 
the Newton Abbot Race Course. Here is the ‘Race Card’ 
they produced:- 
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DISTRICT SCOUT FELLOWSHIP 
 
Scout Fellowship Evening at District Headquarters 
Members and Friends enjoyed an evening of fun and 
fellowship organised by David Wright & Co. on Saturday 14 
March, 2009, 7.30 pm. The feature of the evening was team 
participation in ‘Channel Islands Cricket’ where flexible wrists 
and an eagle-eye was needed to land the rubber mat on the 
right numbers of the board. Members also took part in 
quizzes set by David. 
 
The next Scout Fellowship Meeting will take place on 
Thursday 14 May, at 7.30pm in the District H.Q. All 
former/retired Scouters and friends are welcome. 
 
27th February 2009 

Teignbridge District Explorer Scouts 
Dear All, 
 
For your information from the census returns I attach the number of Explorer Scouts 
and Leaders in Teignbridge as of 31st January 2009 compared to the past five years. It 
is quite apparent that Explorer Scouting in Teignbridge with group linked units is 
certainly working! 

Explorer Scouts - 

Unit 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 
Bovey Tracey 13 11    10* 
Chudleigh 12 7 12 18 15 11 
Dawlish 8 7 5 4   
Highweek 1 8 10 11 10 9 
Ipplepen 31 24 19 16 21 15 
Kingskerswell 5 9 9 8 10 4 
Teignmouth 13 11 15 19 6 7 
Young Leaders (14-18) 1 3     
Total 83 (+1) 77 (+3) 71 76 62 56 
(*=Bishopsteigmton in 2004) 

Leaders - 

Unit 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 
Bovey Tracey  0    2* 
Chudleigh 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Dawlish 1 1 1 1   
Highweek 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Ipplepen  0 0 0 0 0 
Kingskerswell 1 0 1 2 2 2 
Teignmouth 3 3 2 3 2 2 
Total 7 6 6 8 6 8 
 

Andrew Thorpe, District Explorer Scout Leader 
 
 

1st Bovey Tracey Explorer Scouts 
District and Invitation Archery Camp 5 June,2009 

VENUE: Longtor Farm, Lustleigh, Devon 
We are hosting a weekend camp for Explorers from 
Teignbridge and by invitation only. There are only 40 places 
available so early booking is essential to avoid 
disappointment. 
The main theme will be ‘Archery’ but during the weekend 
there will also be a demonstration of Natural Horsemanship 
by Heather Seems (BHS Instructor, Parreli and Ken Faulkner 
trained). 
We also hope to have a demonstration from a member of the 
Devon Rural Skills Trust. There will also be a small hike out 
on Saturday with a picnic lunch. 
On Sunday morning we will proceed with the Archery 
Competition itself, then, after lunch, resume the competition 
and finish with a ’Knockout-style’ final. After a site clear-up 
there will be a flag-break (which parents are welcome to 
attend) when the Explorers Longtor Trophy will be 
presented. 
Places can be reserved for the Explorers Longtor 
Challenge at £20.00 per person. Contact: Peter Harvey, 
2 Lower Brookfield Terrace, Lustleigh, Newton Abbot, 
TQ13 9TP or Tel: 016474 277169 for details 

 
DISTRICT SCOUT SHOP 

 
The District Scout Shop can be found within the District 
Headquarters (Wolborough Street, Newton Abbot) and is 
open every Saturday morning, 10.am - 12 noon. 
For further information and for emergency requirements 
please contact David Wright on Tel. no 01626 336947 
Please note: All badges must be purchased from your 
District Shop. If a section is requiring a large number of an 
individual badge it would help in ensuring that the quantity is 
readily available to purchase if these areordered in advance. 
This will avoid any unnecessary journey to the Shop should 
the stock be low or exhausted. 
Orders for any item not regularly stocked can be ordered for 
you and collected by arrangement. Orders can also be 
forwarded by post on payment of the appropriate fee. 
Have you an up-to-date Catalogue? These are available 
from the Shop; just ask for a copy. 
 
 
 
Guide Shop: there is also a Guide Shop in the same 
building which is open on Saturday mornings. 

 
 
 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
re: ‘NIGHT’S AWAY’ CERTIFICATES 

 
Due to the casual manner in which training has been 
regulated over a number of years the records of leaders with 
‘Nights Away’ Certificates is in disarray. Therefore, it is 
necessary for all leaders with ‘Nights Away’ Certificates to re-
register. 
This should be done by sending/emailing the following 
details to 
Adrian Partridge, ADC Development:- 

Name and Membership Number 
Group 

Appointment 
Date of Expiry of Certificate 

Restrictions placed on it 
Authorising DC (as signature) 

Adrian’s email address is:- adrianpartridge@hillwise.co.uk 
 
You are given until SATURDAY 11 APRIL 2009 for these 
notifications, AFTER WHICH ALL ‘NIGHTS AWAY’ NOT 

NOTIFIED WILL BE CONSIDERED NULL AND VOID. 
Alan Partridge, District Commissioner 
 


