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Editorial Comment:

As a test of my ?claustrophobia my wife and | thought it a
good idea to venture underground at the ‘Kent’s Cavern’ site,
near Torquay, which most readers will have heard of. This
was to be an outing during School Half-term break and to
include my son and two of our grand-daughters visiting for a
few days.
I must say that the thought of ‘going under-ground’ was
made more acceptable by the well-prepared and organized
Centre and staff which included a well-informed guide
(looking not too unlike one of the ‘cave-men’ exhibits!).
One of the features which struck me (fortunately not
‘physically!) were several stalagtites and stalagmites which
had been in situ for many thousands of years following the
formation during the dripping of calcified drops of water.
These formed, in many cases, a ‘bridge’ of support to the
surrounding rocks and it didn’t take much imagination to see
what would happen if these ‘supports’ were not there!
My thoughts turned to a parallel in
our Movement which has relied for
so many years on the stabilizing
abilities of hundreds and thousands
of leaders, giving their support to so
many departments of our work.
With the passing of successive
: generations it is easier to plot a
. path for the future founded on good
B\ judgement and sensible planning.
S Some of our developments may
have taken much longer than
others but all have been achieved
through hard work and dedication.
And that dosen’t mean that mistakes have not been made
along the way. Some of the pioneers of Scouting had to
make decisions under difficult and unpredictable
circumstances, nevertheless, we owe them a great deal for
their consistencies and vision.
The big question is: ‘Will what we are doing in our District
and Groups add any worthwhile and achievable objectives to
Scouting in our life-time?’
Going back to our object-lesson; the metaphor of the
dripping water on stone can be used for utter patience in
pursuing plans and, yes, dreams for a better future, whatever
part of our Movement we are involved in. But there are,
unfortunately, numerous ‘casualties’ along the way. What if
we were able to retain all the members, including leaders,
that had been recruited?; what if all our plans for
improvements had been accepted by the committee/group
concerned? and brought us a little further on from what some
folk might still believe is our ‘stone age’ of Scouting? Well,
thank goodness we have the future to work for! and to have
the courage to learn from any mistakes made in the past!
‘Cave-dwellers’ we might appear to some folk, but we know
we have come a long way, and the ‘best is yet to be!’

Stalagmite Column
Kents Cavern

John Roberts, Editor/ADC PR

From the District Commissioner, Alan W. Partridge
The Great Pay-back - Proof of Excellence

At last it came; | was expecting it; “A Letter” from the Devon
Air Ambulance Trust. If ever | was proud to be the District
Commissioner for Teignbridge it was on that day - January
30, 20009.

With the tragic loss of Ivor Kingwell an incident was created
on Rippon Tor, to which the Ten Tors Team responded with
EXCELLENCE.

Let me quote from this letter: “As the first paramedic on the
scene | was presented with a serious situation in which
members of the local Scout Movement were involved ..... |
feel that the outstanding response of the Scouts on the
scene deserve recognition from the Scout Movement for their
efforts on that day.

The Scouts on that day showed maturity way beyond their
formative years and they were totally focused on the
situation in question ......

they played an important part in the resuscitation of the
patient and assisted with the transferral to the helicopter.

As a Paramedic of seventeen years standing | have attended
lots of serious incidents and have seen the full range of
reaction from the public. On this occasion | was particularly
impressed with the Scouts’ conduct and their basic skills.

....... These Scouts are a credit to the Scout Movement”
(signed) Hayden Glanvile

This is what we are training for. These members and leader
had trained, never expecting to have to rely on their
knowledge. In the emergency they were not found wanting.
They met the challenge of the moment., and they had total
commitment to the scene.

This should be a lesson to all of us, from the yougest Beaver
to the oldest leader , to honour the motto “Be Prepared”.
These colleagues were prepared and did what they were
trained to do.

This District is proud of: ALAN WEBSTER, Leader, Jason
Hassall (1st Bovey Tracey), Elliott van der Veer (1st Bovey
Tracey), Brandon Kemble (1st Bovey Tracey), Megan Barr
(1st Ipplepen Pioneers), Jed Jackson (1st Dawlish),. Theirs
is an example for all of us to follow.

This was the moment that the training paid back for the effort
that had been made over long periods of time, sometimes
tedious, to achieve EXCELLENCE.

THE DISTRICT WEB SITE is now in operation using the
Internet Web Address:
www. teignbridgescouts.org.uk
Please note: all news. reports, photographs should be sent
to the Editor of ‘Drum Beat’ for inclusion
(views, ideas and impressions are welcome)
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COUNTY NEWS & INFORMATION
The Devon County ‘Mini’ Jamboree, 22 - 25 May, 2009
(see page 5 for full details)
‘Scout Aerocamp 2009’ to be held 5 - 7 June, 2009

Applications for this event can be made as soon as details
appear in the Scout Section of the ‘Devon Scout Website'.
(can also be found on the Teignbridge Scout Web Site,
www.teignbridgescouts.org.uk)

Please note that applications can only be accepted for a
group of four scouts and a leader, and applications must be
made on the Application Form that is published on the
Website pages.

Chris Noble
‘Comic Relief 2009’

‘Red Nose Day’ will be held on Friday 13 March, 2009, and
the Scout Association is teamed up with all the activities to
be held on this Day.

This is a great opportunity to raise funds for Scouting as well
as to show our community spirit and support. The raising of
funding on this Day will not only help the local group but will
be raising money for great causes which will help to improve
the lives of thousands of people in some of the poorest
countries of the world.

Members taking part in Red Nose Day events can also
qualify for the Creative Challenge Badge.

If you have plans to take an active part in this Day can you
please let us know of your activities and perhaps we can get
the local Press and newspapers involved.

Steve Hagger, Media Development Manager

(for the attention of all GSLs and section leaders in the
District: if you have activities planned for Red Nose Day, let
me have details so that local newspapers can be invited to
attend and report; also, | should like to make a report for the
next ‘Drum Beat’ newsletter. Thanks, John Roberts, Editor)

Coastal & Countryside Leader’s Course (Devon County
Council)

Details of the 2009 Coastal and Countryside Leader's
Courses are now available.

The Courses include four evening training sessions of 2 and
a half hours, plus a full day of practical training, totalling 17
hours required training. These will be held on:- Mondays 23,
30 March, 20, 27 April, 19.00 to 21.30 hrs, and Saturday 25
April, plus an Assessment Weekend on Sat.& Sun. 16 & 17
May, 10.00 to 17.00 hrs, 2009.

These will be held at St.Margarets School, 147 Magdalen
Road, Exeter.

Inclusive costs are £70.00, which includes £25 SWMMTS
registration and logbook.

Reminder: the next Exeter Expedition Forum is to be held on
Wednesday 25th March, 2009

For further details email: devon.discovery@devon.gov.uk, or
tel. 018822 890761

DISTRICT DIARY & CONTACT LIST

March:

Weds. 4: District Team Meeting, District HQ, 7.30pm

Thurs. 5: F & GP Meeting, Dist. HQ, 7.30pm

Thurs.12 VYS Road Show, District HQ, 7.30pm

Sat. 14: Scout Fellowship Evening, Dist. HQ, 7.30pm

Thurs. 19:  Scout Fellowship Meeting, Dist. HQ, 7.30pm

Thurs. 26:  Scout Executive Meeting, Dist.HQ, 7.45pm

April:

Sat. 4 : Dist. Poster Comp. Judging, 1st Newton Abb.
Scout HQ, 2pm-3pm

Sunday 26: St.George’s Day Parades & Services, in

respective Group venues.

District Commissioner Alan Partridge: Tel. 01626 365383
email:alanwpartridge @btinternet.com
ADC Beaver Scouts: Iris Burrows: Tel. 01626 331196
email: iris.burrows@btinternet.com
ADC Cub Scouts: Jane Gourd, Tel: 01626 773903
mob. 07754804587
email: j.gourd@btinternet.com
ADC Scouts: Neil Freeman, Tel: 01626 366033
email: neil.freeman@hotmail.com
Dist.Explorer Scout Ldr: Andrew Thorpe,Tel:01626 854177
mob. 07860707805
email: andrew.thorpe @oxagtrials.co.uk
ADC Development: Adrian Partridge:Tel: 01803 812280
email: adrianpartridge @ipplepen2426.freeserve.co.uk
ADC Public Relations:J.John Roberts:Tel: 01626 212626
mob. 07765544045
email: jjroberts37@blueyonder.co.uk
ADC International: Patrick Gourd: Tel: 01626 773903
Local Training Manager (appt. pending) Chris Solway
Tel: 01626 836644
email: chrissolway@googlemail.com

OPENING OF BISHOPSTEIGNTON CUB PACK:

On Tuesday 10 February the first meeting of the new Cub
Pack took place in Bishopsteignton. Eleven members
attended and were supervised by Samantha Hamilton, GSL,
and two prospective leaders.

The Group
commenced after
a meeting was
held in March
2008 and a
Group committee
set up.

On the 19 May
2008 we saw the
first meeting of
the new Beaver
Colony and
Samantha has kept the
problems with recruiting

Group together despite a few
leaders Patrick Gourd (ADC
International) has continued as
Mentor for the Group during
this time and it is hoped that
with the start of the new Cub
Pack the membership of the
Group will continue to grow.



DISTRICT COMPETITIONS FOR 2009

District ‘Poster Competition’, Jan - March 2009

- for all Sections

This Competition started in January and Entry Forms have
been circulated. A good response has been had so far and
most Groups have made a start on this.

If leaders require any further copies of the Form or more
information please contact the Editor.

Judging: Each Group should arrange for a ‘minicompetition’
in their own sections to judge and select the best Poster for
each section which will then be brought to the final venue
where the Poster will be judged and prizes/trophies awarded.
Plans are in hand for this to take place at the 1st Newton
Abbot(Kingsteignton) Scout Headquarters on Saturday 4

April, 09.
T Elie o S Posters should be
POSTER COMPETITION brought along
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ENTRY DETAILE

and the Judging will
take place between
2pm-3pm, after
which the results
and awards will be
made.

There is just over one
month to complete
your posters and have
them ready for the 4th

April.
NOTE: Please make
sure that the name
and Group is entered
on the back of each
poster.
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District ‘Fishing Day & Competition’,

July 2009

Plans are going ahead with the Newton (m,

Abbot Fishing Association to cater for

as many Cubs and Scouts as possible, Pl i | e
although this will depend on how many g e
the Fishing Club can take. One E“" 9
suggestion is that we hold the 'Day’
over two mornings (Sat & Sun) in order
to facilitate more members; this to be
confirmed. It is possible that we will
have to be ‘selective’ in how many we can accept from each
Group. More details will be available later.

District ‘Photographic Competition’ 2009

Any photos taken during the year, from January to August
2009, will qualify for entry in this Competition.

‘KEEP SHOOTING!

Further details from David Wright (Scout Shop)

District "First Aid Competition’ 2009
More details from David Wright in the near future
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DISTRICT TRAINING PLAN : March - June 2009’
DATE: MODULE: PRESENTER:  ASSIST. BY:
8 Mar 09 No. 10 David Wright
(cost per candidate £10 payable on the day)
9 Mar 09 No. 11 Darren le Marquand
18 Mar 09 No. 16 Jane Gourd Ruth Hiscoke &

Patrick Gourd
(1st Newton Abbot Scout HQ,
HomersLane, Kingsteignton.
9am start)

28/28 Mar 09 No. 16

6 Apr 09 No. 18 (Practical Skills)
19 Apr 09 Hillcraft/Terrain Zero Skills
Adrian Partridge
13 May 09 No. 1/2/3  Alan Partridge Ken Daniels
17 June 09 No. 17 Chris Solway Keith Marshall

(remainder of dates for Courses for 2009 will appear in April
Drum Beat)

NOTE: Reservations should be made to the appropriate
leader 10 days prior to the event.

Module 16 : reservations should be made to the leader
21 days before the event.

Unless otherwise stated above, the Venue for Modules will
be the District Scout HQ, from 7pm - 9pm

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme

End of Year Warning & Census

As usual at this time of the year, | remind everyone that | will
close my books on 13 March for preparation of the Annual
Census which | have to give to the Scout and Guide HQs
and for stocktaking. Once closed no Books or Awards can
be dated before 1st April.

Expedition Assessment

This is the time of the year to book your Expedition
Assessors. It helps all round and even parents can know
the booked expedition dates. If you are going into Wild
Country and plan to use Network Assessors, early
submission of Green forms will ensure an Assessor is
allocated.

Expedition Assessment Process

This year all Assessors will have to ensure that all
expeditions fully comply with the 20 conditions. These can
be found on pages 70/71 of the 6th Edition Handbook, or,
on request, | can send a copy. Any slight variations to
these conditions will require prior approval by submission of
a Variations application form (too late afterwards).
Assessors Vacancies

I am looking for a few more Expedition Assessors to join our
Team. Applicants do not have to know anything about the
D of E.Award, but they must enjoy the outdoors, and be
willing to spare time to help.

Most Assessors concentrate on Walking Assessments but
we need a few who also have skills in Horse Riding,
Canoeing, Sailing and Rowing. Age is not important and
training will be provided.

David Hood Tel: 013992 270896 email:
dofeaward@devonscouts.org.uk
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LAUNCHING OF NEW ‘TEIGN VALLEY’' GROUP

The 1st Teign Valley Group
got off to a flying start with a
full quota of 18 Cubs and
already has 7 on the waiting
list. The Beaver section started
with 9 but there are 6 more
who can't wait until they are
old enough too.

(Marie and Andrea invested)

We have a team of 6 leaders: John
Lund (GSL), Paul French(AGSL),
Helen Elworthy (Beaver Ldr),
Rebekah Lockley (Assist BL), Marie
Russel (Akela), and Andrea Tucker
(Bagheera). We also have a
comprehensive team of helpers. (Helen is invested)
The DC, Alan Partridge, started the meeting by investing
Helen, Marie and Andrea. We were glad to have Alan and
Andrew Thorpe (who is to be the Mentor for the new Group).
This was a ‘getting to know you’ session, with games and
introduction to the Beaver and Cub laws. We have already
had enthusiastic feedback from parents whose children
obviously loved their first experiences of the worldwide family
of Scouting!

We meet in Bridford Village Hall on Thursday evening,
Beavers 5.15 to 6.30pm and Cubs 6.30 to 8pm and we are
getting tremendous encouragement and support from the
hall committee. (Reported by John Lund, GSL)

DISTRICT ‘ARCHERY CONTEST' ‘ON TARGET!

On Saturday 28 February the Scout Headquarters at Bovey
Tracey was the venue for the District Archery Contest. On
arrival | found the main Hall (which had featured the District
‘Gang Show’ just a few days previously!) transformed into a
‘target range’ with four large archery targets at one end and
sets of bows with arrows at the other end.

Members were arriving and signing-in  with Peter
Harvey(Bovey Tracey Explorers), whilst Ken Daniels (GSL,
Bovey) checked each member’s ‘credentials’.

As groups of Scouts moved to the target area they were
introduced to the equipment by Jim Mortiboy (GSL Ipplepen),
and Tony Simister (Bovey Tracey) Four Scouts of the 1>
Chudleigh Group ready to ‘shoot: (Callum Metcalf,Josh
Wylie, Allister Stroud, and George Skinner, in action)

Results of  winning
teams will be reported in
the April copy of Drum
Beat.

Reports from Groups:
1st Highweek

Christine Harvey, ABSL, write: “We have been focusing on
communication and after ‘brain storming communication’ and
a lively game of ‘Chinese Whispers’ we made string
telephones (much to the Beavars’ delight, and they actually
worked!! They still were enthusiastic after the explanation!
The following week we looked at Semaphore signaling and
it's uses. We made flags and looked at the alphabet,
specifically the letters for ‘goodbye’.

We then had a game of N.S.EW. but in semaphore,
confusing for the leaders but great fun for the Beavers!

We usually end the session by shouting out the letters of
‘Goodbye’, but this time we all ‘semaphored’ it!

4th Teignmouth Group

Members of the Group were delighted to hear that they had
been successful in their application for a grant from the
National Lottery. The Group was awarded £3024 which has
enabled them to equip the Scout Headquarters with new
tables and chairs, and to update their camping equipment
with the purchase of seven tents and a gas urn.

The Group is always in need of funding and to receive this
grant is a real boost that will enable them to offer a better
guality of Scouting to their members.

The next fundraising event will be the 2nd Teignmouth
Rabbit Run which is being held on Easter Monday, starting
at Teignmouth Pier. Further details and entry forms for this
event can be found at:

www.geocities.com/t.rabbitrun.
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DISTRICT SCOUT FELLOWSHIP

The Annual Fellowship Lunch was held on Saturday 7
February, 2009, at the Teign Corinthian Yacht Club,
Teignmouth. Members enjoyed meeting at the Club from
which a panoramic view of the coastline could be seen.
Guests for the event were Rev.Tony Meek (District Chaplain)
and Mrs. Meek

Scout Fellowship Evening at District Headquarters
Members and Friends are invited to an evening of fun and
fellowship organised by David Wright & Co. on Saturday 14

March, 2009, 7.30 pm. Refreshments are available.

Scout Fellowship Meeting at District Headquarters
The bi-monthly Meeting of the Fellowship will take place on
Thursday 19 March, 2009, at 7.30pm

From ‘Scouting Plus’

Has your Beaver Colony tried the ‘Healthy Eating Badge'?

If so, ‘Scouting Plus’ would like to know about your
successes and send reports to newspapers.

Note: This is not an 'April Fools’ joke!!

Contact the Editor for more information or go online to
'Scouting Plus’ for further details.

DISTRICT SCOUT SHOP

The District Scout Shop can be found within the District
Headquarters (Wolborough Street, Newton Abbot) and is
open every Saturday morning, 10.am - 12 noon.

For further information and for emergency requirements
please contact David Wright on Tel. no 01626 336947

There is also a District Guide Shop in the same building
open each Saturday morning.

DISTRICT SCOUT/GUIDE
TRACEY

‘GANG SHOW' - BOVEY

Ralph Reader (the great promoter of ‘Gang Shows’) would
have been proud of this year's production supported by the
Bovey Tracey Guides, Scouts and Cubs, 3rd Newton Abbot
(SA) Guides and Brownies, Kingsteignton Guides, Newton
Abbot Rangers, and Bovey Tracey Explorers, held in the
spacious Scout HQ, Bovey Tracey, from Thursday 19th to
Saturday 21st February.

With a good opening song, ‘The gang’'s all here!’ (does
anyone remember ‘It ‘aint half hot Mum’ on TV?) and
dramatic sketches interspersed with musical items, there
was plenty of variety and humour on stage. Some of the
musical items featured a clarinet and saxaphone duet,
baritone(brass) solo, and a trio ‘rock’ group threatening to
‘raise the roof!’

Some popular favourites must have made the ‘over sixties’
feel at home, such as ‘We’re a couple of swells’ and the
‘recital’ of ‘The Green Eye of the Yellow God’'(north of
Katmandu)'. The musicals had a spot with an excerpt from
‘Annie’ and coinciding with the conclusion of the ‘Irish
Riverdance Troupe’ tour of the UK, our own ‘Bit of Irish’
dancing.

The Show wouldn’'t have been complete without some
pantomime from ‘Dick Whittington’, and just to prove that
you're never too old to entertain others we were joined by
two ‘clowns’ (Sue and Ken Daniels) mixing with the
audience.

As my wife and | ‘soaked in’ the atmosphere and
entertainment coming from on stage, we were also
entertained and ‘educated’ by no less a person sitting behind
us than Brian Oswin who had written many of the scripts
featured in the Show. The support from Brian and numerous
other leaders to the Director, Jean Corbyn, was evident
during the Show and, of course, all the rehearsals.

May the ‘Gang Show’ in the Teignbridge District continue to
encourage our young people in stage arts and provide the
rest of us with an enjoyable few hours.



