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Editorial Comment: 
 
With the state of the world and particularly the ‘recession’ 
affecting many parts of it, I have chosen to bring the 
following facts which, if we look at them carefully, you will 
place the problems of the world (and OUR world) into 
perspective:- ‘IN A NUTSHELL ......’ 
 

“If the human race was reduced to just 100 people 
truly representive of the world’s races, it would look 

something like this:- 
 

There would be ....... 
 
57 Asians, 21 Europeans, 8 Africans, and 14 from ‘Western’ 
countries (north and south). 
 
52 females, 48 males,  
70 non-white, 30 white,  
70 non- Christian, 30 Christian,  
89 hetrosexual, 11homosexual. 
 
6 people would own 59% of the entire world’s wealth 
(and all 6 would be from the USA). 
 
80 would live in substandard housing,  
70 would be unable to read,  
50 would suffer from malnutrition, 1 would be near death, 1 
near birth, 1 (yes, only one ) would have a college education, 
1 would own a computer. 
 
When one considers our world from such a ‘compressed’ 
perspective, the need for acceptance, understanding and 
education becomes glaringly apparent. 
 
It also makes you realise that natural resources need to be 
looked at and measures more readily accepted to safeguard 
these. 
 
 
 
When we look at the wider picture of our Scout Movement 
we can see the wisdom of it’s training policies. (both young 
members and adults) Attention to economies (making the 
most from limited means), education (exposing members to 
many varied experiences which they might not otherwise 
get), social responsibilities (from a ’helping hand’ to wider 
opportunities for service), religious expression (encouraging 
a practical involvement of their faith - see page 5 ‘Peace 
Light’). The training of leaders (Wood Badge) embraces all of 
these and more, and the investment of time and money in 
such opportunities will rarely be wasted for the individual who 
seeks to prepare him / herself in this way. 
Good Scouting, 
John Roberts, Editor.ADC PR 
 

 
From the District Commissioner, Alan W. Partridge 

‘TRAINING FOR EXCELLENCE’ 
Now that the ‘distractions’ of Christmas and the New Year 
are over we can concentrate on the programme of Training 
for the coming year. 
The BIG news is that, as County have not yet appointed a 
new Local Training Adviser after seven months after Ed. 
Salter resigned, I have PROVISIONALLY appointed Chris 
Solway to the position. 
For the past seven months I have been shouldering this job, 
and it is clear that with the number of new Groups with their 
large number of leaders, and with the exisiting Groups 
finding new leaders and helpers, and with volunteers who 
are ‘floating’ in the District, the Leader Training job has 
become very much more demanding. 
Whilst I shall still show an interest in the Module Training and 
will still attend sessions from time to time, the relief from 
actually presenting sessions will be welcome and will allow 
me more time to pursue more new Group opportunities. 
To this end, on the 22nd January, members of the District 
Team went to Ogwell to investigate the possibility of opening 
a Group there. 
One of the big events of 2009 (so far!) was the holding of 
Module 1/2/3 Training Session at the District HQ on Tuesday 
20 January. Twenty- six members attended for this Module 
Training. We had one from Torbay and five from existing 
Groups leaving some twenty from new Groups, as shown in 
the photo below:- 

 
A NEW TRAINING DEVELOPMENT is that Adrian (ADC 
Development) is to develop a series of non-obligatory 
training for some of the basic skills that are not adequately 
covered by the National Scheme. On the 25th February the 
Training Team will formulate the programme of Training for 
the 2009/2010 year for the mandatory training and at the 
same time fix in stone some dates for the non-obligatory 
training consisting of ‘Basic Nagivation’, ‘Basic Equipment’, 
‘Basic Walking Skills’ , ‘Basic Canoeing’, ‘Basic Potholing’. 
These are designed for the Beaver and Cub Scout Leaders 
in order to help them when taking their charges out on 
Dartmoor. Scout Leaders and Explorer Scouts will also be 
welcome. 
This is part of the District Team’s desire and plan to create a 
level of competence and support in post, and to ensure 
EXCELLENCE in everything we do. 
Good luck! and Good Scouting! 
 

Remember, ‘FAILURE IS NOT AN OPTION 
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‘CHILTERN CHALLENGE 2009’ 
 
We have received information that the above is to take place 
on 21 - 22 February and is being held at the Phasels Wood 
Scout Camp in Hertfordshire. 
The ‘Challenge’ is open to all Explorer Scouts and older 
Scouts (aged 13 or over). 
To register go to www.chilternchallenge.co.uk (to enter a 
team). 
For more information go to: info@chilternchallenge.co.uk 
 
 
 
FREE ‘OUTWARD BOUND COURSES’ 
 
The Sir Francis Chichester Trust is once again offering 
young people aged 16 - 24 years from Devon free places on 
Outward Bound courses over the summer holidays. 
Application forms can be obtained from:- 

Anthea Parkyn, Trust Administrator, 
Sir Francis Chichester Trust, 
YFC Centre, 
Retail Park Close, Marsh Barton Road, 
EXETER EX2 8LG 

For more information contact: Tel/fax 01392 250976 or go to: 
www.chichestertrust.org.uk 
Dealine for applications is 30th March, 2009 
 
 
 
DINGHY SAILING PERMIT ASSESSMENT DAY 
 
It is proposed to hold a Dinghy Sailing Permit Assessment 
Day at Roadford Lake on Sunday 10th May, 2009, for 
those wishing to gain a permit for this activity. 
 
This is for suitably experienced leaders, scouts, explorers 
and network members who would like authorisation to helm 1 
boat or supervise several boats during a scout activity. 
Anyone who is interested please contact Rob Wiggins by 
email ASAP: robwiggins@devonscouts.org.uk 
 
 
 
‘TERRAIN 0 TRAINING DAY’ 
 
The ADC Development, Adrian Partridge, will be running this 
Training Day for warranted leaders who wish to take their 
young people onto terrain zero (such as much of Dartmoor), 
but lack the skills or confidence. It will be a very full day 
starting at 9.00 hrs on Sunday 19 April, 2009, at Bovey 
Tracey Scout HQ. It will conclude at 18.00 hrs. The cost will 
be £5.00 per person (as we wish to develop this kind of 
leader support and need a little working float to do so). 
Much of the day will be spent walking on Dartmoor and the 
weather is unlikely to stop us. Therefore, participants will 
need rugged water resistant footwear, waterproof coat and 
overtrousers, warm clothing and a good packed lunch 
(ideally with flask). There will be 12 places available but 
there is already a lot of interest being shown. 
For an Application Form please email me on 
adrianpartridge@ipplepen2426.freeserve.co.uk 
 
 

 
 
DISTRICT DIARY & CONTACT LIST 
 
February: 
Sat. 7:  Scout Fellowship Annual Lunch at the Teign 
Corinthian Yacht Club, Teignmouth, 12.30 for 1.00pm 
Weds. 25:  Training Meeting at District HQ. 7.30pm 
Sat. 28:  District Archery Comp, Bovey Tracey. 
March: 
Weds. 4:  District Team Meeting, District HQ, 7.30pm 
Thurs. 5:  F & GP Meeting 
Sat. 14:  Scout Fellowship Evening, Dist. HQ, 7.30pm 
Thurs. 19:  Scout Fellowship Meeting, Dist. HQ, 7.30pm 
 
 
 
District Commissioner Alan Partridge: Tel. 01626 365383 

email:alanwpartridge@btinternet.com 
ADC Beavers Scouts: Iris Burrows: Tel. 01626 331196 

email: iris.burrows@btinternet.com 
ADC Cubs Scouts: Jane Gourd, Tel: 01626 773903 

mob. 07754804587 
email: j.gourd@btinternet.com 

ADC Scouts: Neil Freeman, Tel: 01626 366033 
email: neil.freeman@hotmail.com 

Dist.Explorer Scout Ldr: Andrew Thorpe,Tel:01626 854177 
mob. 07860707805 

email: andrew.thorpe@oxagtrials.co.uk 
ADC Development: Adrian Partridge:Tel: 01803 812280 

email: adrianpartridge@ipplepen2426.freeserve.co.uk 
ADC Public Relations:J.John Roberts:Tel: 01626 212626 

mob. 07765544045 
email: jjroberts37@blueyonder.co.uk 

ADC International: Patrick Gourd: Tel: 01626 773903 
Local Training Manager (appt. pending) Chris Solway 

Tel: 01626 836644 
email: chrissolway@googlemail.com 

 
 
 
WANTED - more mentors to work with newly established 
sections. In order for new leaders to be helped with their new 
responsibilities the District needs more volunteer leaders to 
help them in their first introduction to Scouting. 
Areas of help:- 

·  show how opening and closing ceremonies are done 
·  assist with section programming, gradually allowing 

new leaders to take over. 
·  to advise and assist with methods and programme 

ideas. 
This is NOT a teaching or lecturing position but just to give 
support and encouragement. 
A Mentor also needs to be available for telephone contact as 
and when a new leader needs advice. 
Initially the assistance is for six to eight weeks with each 
section, and then as agreed with the new leaders according 
to their needs. 
This is your chance to put your experiences to good use and 
in helping colleagues with less experience. 
Remember YOU WERE INEXPERIENCED ONCE! – please 
help others to help themselves! 
In the first instance please reply directly to the District 
Commissioner, Alan W.Partridge, Tel: 01626 365383 
 
 



DISTRICT COMPETITIONS FOR 2009 
 
District Archery Competition, 28 Feb. 2009, at Bovey 
Tracey. Entry forms have now been sent out to all Groups. 
These should be returned to Ken Daniels, GSL Bovey 
Tracey, by 14 February. The Entry Fee for each Team 
(Cubs, Scouts or Explorers) is £6.00 and cheques should be 
sent with SAE to Ken. For further information please contact 
Ken on Tel: 01626 832042 
 
 
 

Trophies from last 
year’s Archery 

Competition 
 
 
 
 
 
District ‘Poster Competition’, Jan - March 2009 
- for all Sections 
This Competition started in January and Entry Forms have 
been circulated. A good response has been had so far and 
most Groups have made a start on this. 
If leaders require any further copies of the Form or more 
information please contact the Editor. Details of District 
‘judging’ and prizes will be given at a later date. 
 

 
District ‘Fishing Day & Competition’, 
July 2009 
Plans are going ahead with the Newton Abbot Fishing 
Association to cater for as many Cubs and Scouts as 
possible, although this will depend on how many the Fishing 
Club can take. It is possible that we will have to be ‘selective’ 
in how many we can accept from each Group. More details 
will be available later. 
 
District ‘Photographic Competition’ 2009 
Any photos taken during the year, from January to August 
2009, will qualify for entry in this Competition. 
‘KEEP SHOOTING!’ 
Further details from David Wright (Scout Shop) 
 
District ’First Aid Competition’ 2009 
More details from David Wright in the near future 
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DISTRICT NEWS  
 

‘District Training Plan - February - June 2009’ 
 
DATE:  MODULE:  PRESENTER:  ASSIST. BY: 
 
4 Feb. 09  No. 13 
 
8 Mar 09  No. 10  David Wright 
(cost per candidate £10 payable on the day) 
 
11 Mar 09  No. 11  Godfrey Foot 
 
27/29 Mar 09  No. 16  Jane Gourd  Ruth Hiscoke & 
   Patrick Gourd 
 
12 May 09  No. 1/2/3  Alan Partridge  Ken Daniels 
 
10 June 09  No. 17  Chris Solway  Keith Marshall 
 
NOTE: Reservations should be made to the 
appropriate leader 10 days prior to the event. 
Module 16 : reservations should be made to the 
leader 21 days before the event. 
 
 
 
 
COUNTY NEWS 
 

 
THE ‘DEVON’ MINI- 

JAMBOREE 
will take place over the 
weekend of 22nd - 25th 
May 2009 in the 
Torbay area and will 
be open to all Explorer 
Scouts and Scouts 
who will be eligible to 
attend the Swedish 
Jamboree in 2011. 
 
 
 
 

The weekend will be run like a Jamboree with different 
themes, and will include a ‘Community Project’ for 
participants. Activities will include Climbing, Caving, 
Kayaking, Sailing, and Rafting. 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION can be obtained from:- 
 
Andy Ellis on andyellis@devonscouts.org.uk OR 
Paul Bailiss on bailisslodge@btinternet.com 
 
Full details will be on the County website in the New 
Year:- 
www.devonscouts.org.uk (this can be accessed 
through the District Web Site: 
www.teignbridgescouts.org.uk ) 
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‘SCOUT‘S OWN’ 
‘Lessons from Nature - Light’ 

 
(this month a slight departure from animals in nature to give 

an abbreviated talk from the ’Peace Light’ Service) 
 
THERE ARE VARIOUS KINDS OF LIGHT UPON WHICH 
WE DEPEND- for example, cycle batteries to the more 
sophisticated lighting on aircraft - the more advanced a 
civilisation is the more specialised lighting becomes. 
Not many of us will remember the oil lamps upon which our 
grandparents often relied; people of rural areas still rely on 
some of these. 
Whilst working in Ghana, West Africa my wife and I were 
appointed in charge of a rural clinic (some 100 miles from 
towns and cities) and a common sight was to see the 
womenfolk returning home from distant farms carrying 
bundles of firewood on their heads and with several embers 
atop the bundles, occasionally stopping and blowing the 
embers to keep them ‘alive’. Looking along the pathways it 
was possible to see people ‘sharing’ their lighted embers 
thus lighting their pathway and helping 
each other. In many ways we can also be 
‘trailblazers’ for others. What a contrast to 
the neon lighting of our cities and towns, 
advertising goods for sale.  
Our world has come a long way since the oil-lamp of 
Florence Nightingale and lighting has taken on a scientific 
role, especially in medicine where the use of ‘lasers’ are well-
known in micro-surgery and laser eye-treatment. This form of 
lighting can make the difference in how we ‘see the world 
around us’ 
Essential too are the warning lights featured on aircraft, 
runways, and on high buildings as a warning to others, and 
on traffic lights etc. Just as we would be foolish to ignore 
such warnings we should be aware of God’s warnings in our 
moral and spiritual lives. The Bible gives ample directions on 
the dangers of the Christian ‘flight path’, tempations to avoid 
and parts of our life not to neglect which could lead to 
spiritual ‘disaster’. When Jesus portrayed Himself as ‘Light of 
the World’ He meant that He would become the personal 
light of all who would accept Him. 
But there are times in our lives when we struggle to ‘find the 
lightswitch’. A Chinese speaker was giving a lecture when 
the lights went out. He asked his listeners to raise their 
hands, and when they did, the lights came back on! 
“Thankyou“, said the Chinaman, “Many 
hands make light work!” (an example of 
working together!) Encouraging each 
other in the Christian life is important; 
and never forget, the ‘darkest hour is 
only sixty minutes!’ 
 
Yes, ‘Light’ is important to us, so let us share it with others. 
 
John Roberts, Assist.District Commissioner for Public 
Relations 
 
 

THE RE-DESIGNED DISTRICT WEB SITE is now in 
operation using the same Internet Web Address: 

www. teignbridgescouts.org.uk 
Please note: all news. reports, photographs should be sent 

to the Editor of ‘Drum Beat’ for inclusion 
(views, ideas and impressions are welcome) 

 

 
 
Reports from Groups cont. 
 
1st Bovey Tracey: 
 
During a recent Annual General Meeting evening at Bovey 
Tracey the following presentation of awards was made by 
the District Commissioner, Alan Partridge:- 
 
SUE RETALLICK, Scout Leader, who has completed her 
Wood Badge Training and was presented with her ‘Beads’ 
 

 
BEAVERS ....................................................... 

 
SCOUTS ......................................................... 

 

 
EXPLORERS SCOUTS .................................................... 

 
 
NOTE: Names of above members have not been 
received at the time of ‘going to press’. 
 
 
 



 
REPORTS FROM GROUPS 

1st Kingskerswell Group 
The Group is still functioning very well; numbers are steady 
in all sections (excld. Explorers) and the bank balance is very 
healthy. We have now overcome the problem of a Group 
Committee and Rev. John Leonard has that side fully under 
control. We are still short of committee members but the 
essential ones (Chair,Tres. and Sec) are working well. 
By the time we all get back next week we will find BOTH the 
toilets completely renovated. The work has been carried out 
by Mr.Julian Soper at a very reasonable cost. There will be 
more developments next year around the headquarters, 
including the proposed new kitchen and on land behind the 
HQ. 
The Beavers are doing well; Barry Oliver joined us last term 
and is learning the ropes very well. Keith continues to help 
with this section. Thankyou to both of you. 
In the Cub Pack there has been a shift of roles; in January 
Paul Willing will be the Cub Leader and Heather Cooper 
Assist. Cub Leader. Numbers are quite high in the Pack and 
continue to grow! If this continues we may have to start a 
second Pack. 
Numbers in the Scout Troop remain steady. Some have now 
left for university and we thank them for their help in the 
Group. Two new assistant leaders, Christopher and Hayden, 
are now in uniform and doing well. Thanks also to Keith for 
his help in the Troop. Also, Philip Hedge, shortly to become 
a leader, is very helpful with new ideas. Lucy Bennett is also 
welcomed as the new Scout Leader and with lots of new 
ideas will be a great asset to the Scouts. 
As mentioned, a number have left for Uni., mostly Explorers, 
but meetings will continue and will take in some members 
coming up from scouts in months to come. 
The Summer Camp was ‘fantastic’ even though plagued with 
midges and poor weather. The Cubs joined us for a few days 
which they enjoyed. Plans are now being made for the next 
Summer Camp. 
Thanks to Sainsbury’s stores we now have a good selection 
of new equipment which include 4 new tents, and Keith 
Marshall is doing a good job as QM. 
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REPORT ON THE ‘PEACE LIGHT’ SERVICE held in the 
Abbotsbury Church on Weds. 14 January, 2009 
Members of both Scouts and Guides attended this special 
service when the ‘Peace Light’ (in a special lantern-container 
which had travelled all the way from Bethlehem by courtesy 
of members of the Scout Movement in Austria) was brought 
from Europe to the UK, across the Channel, by members of 
the Deep Sea Scout Fellowship. Following a special service 
in London the lantern with the Peace Light arrived here in 
Devon. 
As a symbol of ‘peace’ it is significant that the Light 
originated in Bethlehem, in a present-day war-torn country. 
In fact in November 2001 news came to hand that the Light 
would not be able to leave the war zone of Bethlehem, but a 
young Moslem boy carried a Davy Lamp through the narrow 
streets of Bethlehem in the midst of fighting after he had just 
collected the living flame from the Grotto of the Nativity, and 
managed to reach the heavily guarded border which 
prevented Palestinians from crossing into Israel. There he 
met some Jewish girls and handed the Light over to them to 
take to the Tel Aviv airport where it was handed over to 
Austrian representatives. This served as proof to these 
members of the Scout Movement that peace could transcend 
national barriers. 
The Peace Light has also made an appearance at Ground 
Zero following the 9/11 attacks in the USA. The Light made 
it’s journey across the UK, including London, then it travelled 
across Europe and through Easter Bloc countries where 
services were held with Scouting members at each 
destination. 
The Abbotsbury Service was attended by Scouts and Guides 
of the Teignbridge District. During the singing of the 
Christmas Carol ‘We Three Kings’, the Peace Light, together 
with flags of representative groups attending was paraded 
into the Church led by our own ‘Three Kings’ (supplied by the 
Brownies of the Salvation Army Group) and the Lamp was 
carried by Beaver Scout Sam Barnet (1st Highweek) and 
Rainbow Hannah Hall (1st Bovey Tracey). 

 
During the Service a new Brownie flag was dedicated by 
John Roberts (ADC Public Relations) who also selected and 
accompanied on a concertina words to the ‘Skye Boat Song’. 
Selected readings were brought by Cubs Scout Lawrence 
Hall(1st Bovey Tracey) and Emily Potter (2nd Bovey Tracey 
Guides). Scout Bryan Wooley (1st Highweek) rendered a 
pianoforte solo before Jean Corbyn invited members present 
to light their own lamps or candles from the Peace Light 
during the singing of ‘Shine, Jesus Shine’. 
A talk was then given by John Roberts (in the absence of the 
Church Minister who was ill) showing the importance of light 
in the world and stressing the need to share the Christian 
influence as ‘lights in a darkened world’. The supporting 
creed of the the Peace Light Movement is: ‘May the Light of 
Peace rekindle old friendships and welcome new ones, 
spreading the word of Peace as the flame travels onwards’. 
Words of gratitude were express to the organisers of this 
year’s event: Jean Corbyn, June Lambell and David Wright 
(District Scout HQ). 
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DISTRICT SCOUT FELLOWSHIP 

 
The Annual Fellowship Lunch will be held on Saturday 7 
February, 2009, at the Teign Corinthian Yacht Club, 
Teignmouth, 12.30pm for 1.00pm. Members should contact 
Jean Ingram to register their attendance. 
 
Scout Fellowship Evening at District Headquarters 
Members and Friends are invited to an evening of fun and 
fellowship organised by David Wright & Co. on Saturday 14 
March, 2009, 7.30 pm. Refreshments are available. 
 
Scout Fellowship Meeting at District Headquarters 
The bi-monthly Meeting of the Fellowship will take place on 
Thursday 19 March, 2009, at 7.30pm 
 
 

SCOUT FELLOWSHIP MEMBER CECIL ANGELL 
b. 11.4.1913 

 
CECIL AND HIS WIFE GLADYS came to live in Devon in 
1969, but he had been involved in Scouting previous to this 
move. In fact, we go back s far as 1930 when Cecil living in 
Plumstead, London, and became a Scout with the 27th 
Woolwich Troop, eventually becoming a Rover Scout and 
being instrumental in helping to form ther new Rover Crew. 
His work then took him to live in Welling, Kent, where he 
became firstly the Assist. Scoutmaster and then Scoutmaster 
in the 4th Welling Group, with 60 boys and which included a 
Scout Band! 
In 1946 Cecil became Group Scoutmaster of this Group and 
in 1948 was invited to become the Bexleyheath District 
Scout Leader. His fond memories of that time include his 
organization of a Camp at Great Brickhill, Bedforshire, and a 
memorable visit to the Zoo with his boys. 
It was not until 1969 that Cecil and Gladys moved to Devon 
where he became the Group Chairman of the 1st Bovey 
Tracey Group; he held this responsibility for the next eight 
years. 
Due to the diminishing health of his wife, Cecil relinquished 
his role with the Group and later became Chairman of the 
District Scout Fellowship, a position he held for three years. 
In 1986 Cecil was awarded the Medal of Merit and later, in 
1991, the Silver Acorn, for service to Scouting. 
At 95 years of age, Cecil is still as active as health allows 
him to be, and never fails to attend the Annual Scout 
Fellowship Lunch and the District AGM. 

 
Cecil at the 2008 Annual General Meeting manning the 
Welcome Desk 
 

 
DISTRICT SCOUT SHOP 

 
The District Scout Shop can be found within the District 
Headquarters (Wolborough Street, Newton Abbot) and is 
open every Saturday morning, 10.am - 12 noon. 
For further information and for emergency requirements 
please contact David Wright on Tel. no 01626 336947 

 
“Do not forget we can obtain your equipment for this year’s 
camping at a discounted cost. Also, we have compasses, 
map cases, etc for those attempting the ‘Ten Tors 
Challenge’. Just ask us to order your items and we will do 
the rest“. 
There is also a District Guide Shop in the same building 
open each Saturday morning. 
 

 
Stop Press - items just received at time of going to 
press: 
 
BEAVER SCOUTS: 
 
The 1st Newton Abbot Beavers enjoyed an evening 
celebrating ‘Australia Day‘, including: 
 
 
 
Making oragami koala bears:- 
 
 
 
and ‘Australia’ flags:- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Iris Burrows, ADC Beaver Scouts 
 
 
YOUNG LEADER TRAINING: 
 
Module A+ will now be held at the 1st Newton Abbot Scout 
HQ, Homers Lane, Kingsteignton, from 2.00 pm on Saturday 
21st February, 2009. 
 
Jane Gourd, ADC Cub Scouts 

 


