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be prepared « « »

As we enter a New Year of Scouting we
are pleased to bring to you a new Newsletter. This
is fitting as we also enter ‘Year 101’ in Scouting,
and | believe that we need to ‘shout’ about our
achievements and plans, but we can only do this if
you let us know what is
happening ‘where you are'.
I am suggesting that we
entitle this Newsletter the
‘Drum Beat’ for several
good reasons: The beat of
drums through the African
bush would be familiar to
our Founder, Lord Baden
Powell, particularly in Ghana where he served in the
British Army and learnt many of the ‘bush-craft’
ideas which we use today.

Having lived there myself for six years | can
understand the importance of such communications
- they cannot be ignored, they can be heard by
everyone, and they carry essential and
important news!

It suggests that our sharing of news and plans be
as vibrant and clear as those drum beats.  Your
contributions to this Newsletter are vital to the
overall welfare and progress of our Movement in
this part of Devon and we ask for your help in this
matter.

John Roberts, Editor

Please send all news items, reports, plans, photos,
to:- ‘DRUM BEAT' , jjroberts37@blueyonder.co.uk
(email) or 14 Broadway Avenue, Kingsteignton,
Newton Abbot, TQ12 3EN, or TEL: 01626 212626

PS. It is hoped that the present Web Site will continue
in other capable hands.

DID YOU KNOW? that there is a ‘dedicated’ Newsletter
for ‘all those involved in Youth Work in Devon’ and
produced by Voluntary Youth Services?

For your FREE copy, contact VYS, YFC Centre, Retall
Park Close, Marsh Barton Road, EXETER, EX2 8LG
Tel: 01392 250976 OR e-mail: admin@vysdevon.org.uk

Alan W.Partridge

Welcome to ‘Drum Beat’ One of the most
important problems in any organisation is keeping
members informed of ‘What is going on’
Sometimes when information is disseminated it
gets ‘lost’ in the local branch network. ‘Drum
Beat’ we hope will get around the problem, as
everyone should have access to it and should
therefore be fully informed.

It is not a secret that | have set goals for our
District to achieve, and at the risk of repeating
myself | set them down again (Sir Winston
Churchill said that everything needed saying
three or more times for it to be understood!):-

“lI want this District to have the best trained
leaders in the County.

I want the best supported leaders at both
Group and District level.

| want to see the District back to the 1978
strength of 20 plus Groups doing pro-active
Scouting”

We have started with several leaders being put through
training modules during the past three months. Many
more are being scheduled for the next six months.

« We have investigated the possible re-opening of
the Moretonhampstead Group. Following the first
meeting we had a Group Council and four potential
leaders, and at the following meeting we ‘signed-up’
nine leaders (5 warranted, 3 adult helpers and an
experienced GSL.) The Group will commence
functioning by the end of February. ‘A New Group in a
New Year!” As a result of a full Cub Pack and waiting
list investigation is being made to re-open the Denbury
Group in the near future!

* An investigatory meeting is planned at Ashburton
for the 12 February to see if it is possible to re-open the
Group there.

So let me encourage you to ‘Think Forward’. ‘Think
Big' ‘Think what | can do to help’

DEFACTIS NON OPTIO EST
(and for our readers whose first language
is not Latin:
‘Failure is NOT an option’ )

* See page 6 for full proposals for the f‘:
Re-opening of the Ashburton Group \;
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excerpts from Executive Meetings - gleaned

from recent meetings)

Matters arising from previous Minutes dated 6
Sept.07:-

» Each new Group’s funding will be agreed
individually. It was agreed that for a new Group to be
set up there had to be a minimum of 2 sections.

» Secretary's Report: The 100 Year Celebration of
Scouting held at Forde House on 4 Oct. 07(to which
all Groups, Executive, and Fellowship were invited)
was well-attended.

PR

. The Annual Newton Abbot Town Council Civic
Service at the Avenue Church on 20 Oct. 07 was

attended by the Chairman and
members of the Executive.

representative

e Treasurer's Report: District HQ: bookings
continue to be made from individuals and
organizations. Evening are almost fully booked, also
day bookings are much better with only limited
availability. The seats in both the ladies and disabled
toilets have been repaired.

e Scout Shop : very busy over past few weeks; DC
asked if opening hours should be extended, but
David Wright pointed out that it had been tried
before but not well-supported (he felt that the extra
customers were due to publicity for the Centenary)
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‘First Aid Training’

The next opportunity to enroll for the First Aid Course is
for Sunday 20 January, 2008, 9am -4.30pm.
be held at the District H.Q.

This will

Please give your names together with a fee of £10 to
David Wright , A.S.A.P.

Our Local Training Manager, Eddy Salter, has been
indisposed in recent weeks but is ‘on the mend'.
I’'m sure you join me in wishing him a speedy
recovery. GET WELL SOON, EDDY!

‘Membership Fees 2008’

The total amount for Membership Fees for 2008 will be
£29.10, an increase of 10p by the Devon County over
last year.

The Teignbridge Scout Council have NOT increased
their fees this time.

- David Wright

‘Smoking & Scouting Activities’

In the November issue of ‘SCOUT COMMS’ the
County Commissioner pointed out the effects of the
new legislation which prohibits smoking in enclosed
spaces, which of course includes all headquarters,
marquees, and vehicles transporting young people or
other adults. It is also not acceptable to be seen
smoking in view of young people of our Groups.

‘Appointment Cards’

New appointment cards were issued with the October
issue of Scouting.and you were asked to check that all
details were correct. If you think there is something
missing or incorrect, please contact the District
Secretary in the first instance.

County Training Weekend, 1 - 3 February 2008’
Details of this weekend, to take place at
Bampton/Dulverton, have been circulated via the
‘Scout Comms’. If you did not receive this please
contact the District Training Manager, Ed.Salter, on
Tel: 01626 889388 or Training Administrator, Mary
Champion on Tel: 01647 440316 for more details.
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As the ‘new kid on the block’ | am still desperately trying to find my feet and define my role as ADC(Development). What |
know it will cover includes (a) Nights Away, (b) Development of Adventurous Activities (c) Facilitation of individual leaders’
ongoing development beyond the formal training (d) Supporting the establishment of new groups.

One of my first projects is to establish a District Water Activities Team on similar lines to our highly successful ‘Ten Tors’
Training Team. i.e. a manager leading a corps of people made up from some interested leaders and a substantial number of
non-uniformed instructors.

To this end, | would ask any leader who wishes to be part of the team to contact me (preferably by e-mail), giving their area of
interest, whether swimming, sailing, rowing, canoeing etc, along with any qualifications held, formal training undertaken or
experience and their contact details. Qualifications will not be compulsory as long as you are prepared to work towards them.
This team will have to develop and evolve over time, but if we have to we will start at the bottom.

I would also ask all GSLs to advise me of what, if any, water activity resources they hold (canoes etc), the current conditions
and under what circumstances (if any) the resources might be made available for District use.

| can be contacted on Adrian@hillwise.co.uk or 01803 - 812280, and look forward to hearing from you.

Adrian Partridge email: adrianpartridge@ipplepen2426.freeserve.co.uk %

ADC (Development)

A ‘District Cub Sunrise Camp’ was held to co-incide with the 1st August ‘Promise Renewal’ (celebrating 100 years of
Scouting) at the 1st Newton Abbot Group HQ. A Cub from Derbyshire contacted us asking to join the Camp, and other
members from around the country came for the morning. We had over fifty campers from the District, with a further two
dozen joining us for the Ceremony and activities.

A former 1st Newton Abbot Cub (now Scout) decorated the large cake made by his mother, with the youngest Cub in camp,
and our vistor from Derbyshire blowing out the candles.  Everyone thought the continuous camp fire one of the best!

The District Cub Scout Competition was re-introduced this year 07 Six Cubs per Pack took part in various activities
including cooking craft, senses, map symbols and mini-pioneering. Team work and manners counted towards the points.
Thankyou'’ to all the base leaders.

FOR YOUR DIARY: Leaders’ Meeting, 28 January, 7.45, when we will be looking at the new Challenges, badges, etc.

We have been presented with the large St. John’s Ambulance pack to support Emergency Aid badges. Watch this space -
planning some sessions.
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The District Commissioner has asked me to oversee the Section until a new ADC(Beavers) is appointed. Please send a rep
to the Meeting on the 28th (as above) to discuss the 'new zones’ and your next Beaver events.

Jane Gourd, ADC Cub Scouts
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Camel Races have been held at the District Cub Scout Competition. The
4th Teignmouth Pack, 1st Newton Abbot Pack, plus an International session
(including the camels) at 1st Newton Abbot Beaver Colony.

If anyone is interested in a session (or just the camels!), please get in touch.

Patrick Gourd, ADC International

(Editor: 1 am sure that when you have visiting members of Scouts from overseas you would like to share the news with
Patrick - preferably BEFORE they return home!)
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Due to the delay in information coming in the compulsory Module A has had to be postponed until the New Year (waiting for
Ten Tors dates as going to print).

Just a reminder that you must be 14 plus and have a six months gap if planning to work with your former Troop/Unit.

Jane Gourd, ADC Cub Scouts
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The District Fellowship has been supporting Scouting in Teignbridge since July 1979 when it was formed. Itis nota

‘retirement club for old scouters’ but a first class opportunity to meet friends (and make new friends) and to enjoy supporting
scouting in the local community.

Everyone has some skill or experience that they can offer to support their local Group wether or not they are a parent of a
Group member.

The Fellowship is a section of the Scout Association and members pay the full Association membership fee which supports
Scouting and also gives them insurance cover for when they help at Group or District activitiesnwith young people.

Our District Fellowship requires some younger members below the retirement age, and any leader who has surrendered their
warrant because of work or family commitments but who wants to continue to support Scouting would be most welcome to
join.  If you feel that you should join, please contact me on 01803 872159

Some recent and future activities:- Coffee mornings, at the District HQ, Saturdays 10 am - 12 noon (come along and
have a chat with leaders - Scout Shop also open at this time) ........ Skittles Match recently held with Trefoil Guild, at Oakford

Club, Kingsteignton ....... County Quizz to be held at Braunton (North Devon) on Friday 1st February, 08 (to be confirmed at
the next Meeting of the Fellowship).

NOTE: It has now been confirmed that the Fellowship Annual Lunch  will be held at the LANGSTONE CLIFF HOTEL , on
Saturday 19 January, 2008 . Please telephone Jean Ingram(01626 361156) for more info. re: time, price etc.
Next Fellowship Meeting :  Thursday 10 January, 2008, at the District Headquarters, 7.45 pm

Godfrey Foot, Chairman
&) )+
e 8 January 2008 District Team Meeting, 7.30 pm, District H.Q.
e 27 January 2008 Patrol Leaders’ Council, 2 pm, District H.Q.
» 23 February 2008 District Archery Competition for Cubs, Scouts & Explorer Scouts, Bovey Tracey H.Q.
e 15 March 2008 District Cub Scout Sports Day
e 27 April 2008 St. George’s Day Parade & Service, Buckfast Abbey (all Groups)
e 27 -29 June 2008 ‘Hurdlestone Challenge’

e 27 -29 June 2008 District Cub Scout Annual Camp
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1ST BOVEY TRACEY

At a recent Presentation Evening the Cubs, Scouts and Explorers recapped on ‘Camp 2007’, the Jamboree, and the Gilwell
Park visits, using photographs with narration. During this event 7 Chief Scout Silver Awards and 8 Chief Scout Gold Awards
were made.

The Scout Group marked the Centenary of Scouting by planting 120 native trees in conjunction with the Woodland Trust.
The Scouts were joined by the Bovey Brownies and Guides.

The District Night Hike (postponed from October) due to take place on 1st December was cancelled due to low entries. Many
of the younger members who had entered were disappointed as they had looked forward to this!

On a bright note - the Scout Group in conjunction with the Guides and Bownies presented a

successful ‘Gang Show’ over three nights. Ken Daniels, GSL

A packed Hall well-before ‘curtain-up’ promised an interesting time at the Annual Gang Show

organised by the Scouts and Guides of Bovey Tracey.  Inspired by the late Ralph Reader the

opening chorus featured “We're riding along on the crest a wave”, which left one in no doubt as

to the excitement to follow.

Various sketches and songs interlaced with talented musical items such as a woodwind duet

brought the programme to (another) finale which featured scenes from the pantomime ‘Cinderella’. As always the incongrous
sight of ‘ugly’ sisters in the company of overdressed courtiers and the prince gave way to lots of mirth with the story’s familiar
climax.

Despite the poor acoustics and over-worked sound-system the dialogue and singing was sufficient enough to give full
enjoyment from each member of the cast.

Ken Daniels(GSL) and his ‘merry men/women’ are to be congratulated on sustaining three consecutive performances in true
scouting style which showed another side of our Movement; this could well be emulated by other adventurous Groups to
everyone’s benefit. (JR)

1st NEWTON ABBOT

Iris Burrows, Beaver Scout Leader, writes: “The Beavers brought in items and made up five lovely hampers. | contacted
‘Kingscare’ (Kingsteignton) and asked them if they could nominate five recipients who would love a group of Beavers to deliver
the hampers to their doors. This is the third year as a leader | have completed my aim to bring back the community aspect
into Scouting.” (Well done Iris and Beavers - we are sure this will make a good impact on this part of the community! (JR,
Editor) The photo shows a group of Beavers

delivering a food hamper to a needy OAP

1st TEIGNMOUTH & 1st NEWTON ABBOT PACKS
Both these Packs have had sessions with the British Model
Flying Association in recent weeks, which proved helpful and

helped members make and fly ‘darts’.

(reported sightings of UFQ'’s in these districts have been highly
exaggerated !!  Editor)

REPLY SLIP (for collection or mailing of copies) SEE OVER FOR DETAILS
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‘Proposed Re-opening of the Ashburton Scout Group’

It is now many years since Ashburton has its own Scout Group. The Teignbridge District Scout Council knows that there are
a number of children and young adults in the Ashburton area who wish to join the Movement.

As a result the Scout Council has decided to investigate the possibility of re-opening the Scout Group in Ashburton. A Group
consists of Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorer Scouts. We expect to start with Beavers and Cubs, but if there is sufficient
interested people in any other sections we can arrange to set that section up.

The governing factor for re-opening will be the availability of leaders for each of the sections proposed for commencement,
together with a 'Group Council, consisting of 'Chairman’, 'Secretary’, and ‘Treasurer’, plus three or four other members to act
as an enabling committee. Training is offered for each leader and a 'Mentor’ will be available to follow their progress until
such time as they feel competent to act independently.

To this end we are arranging a meeting for all those families who are interested in such a Scout Group. This will take place
on Tuesday 12 February, 2008, at 7.45 pm, in the Anglican Church Hall (by kind permission of the Rev. Philip Darby).
Members of the District Team will be present to discuss the possibilities.

If it is decided to establish a Group then parents will be able to register their child/children for one of the places offered in each
section.

For more information the District Commissioner (Alan W Partridge) is available on Tel: 01626 365383, or by email:
alanwpartridge@btinternet.com
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» Trading will end on Saturday 15 December and resume on Saturday 5 January, 2008.
» Adiscount is available on all camping equipment ordered through the Shop.
+ “WE WISH YOU AND ALL YOUR FAMILIES A BLESSED AND PEACEFUL 2008”

Dulcie Purchase - Scout Shop Manager

David Wright - District Teasurer
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